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Agnostic Khushwant
The Middle Way is the practical principle of avoiding both positive and negative absolutes, so as to
develop provisional beliefs accessible to experience. Although inspired initially by the Buddha’s Middle
Way, in Middle Way Philosophy Robert M. Ellis has developed it as a critical universalism: a way of
separating the helpful from the unhelpful elements of any tradition. In this book, the Middle Way is
applied to the Christian tradition in order to argue for a meaningful and positive interpretation of it,
without the absolute beliefs that many assume to be essential to Christianity. Faith as an embodied,
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provisional confidence is distinguished from dogmatic belief. Recent developments in embodied
meaning, brain lateralization from neuroscience, Jungian archetypes and the Jungian model of
psychological integration are drawn on to support an account of how Christian faith is not only possible
without ‘belief’ in God or Christ, but indeed puts us in a better position to access inspiration, moral
purpose, responsibility and the basis of peace.

Finding God Beyond Religion
Rebellion Dogs Publishing is proud to announce a 21st century daily reflection book. Beyond Belief's
2014 second printing is now available with a Foreword by Ernie Kurtz and updated links and End Notes.
What are "agnostic musings"? It is not news to anyone that the war of worldviews makes for sporting
debate; does an intervening God grant sobriety, serenity, wisdom and courage or is conscious contact a
delusion? Sorry, while we might be as amused as anyone with this question, Beyond Belief: Agnostic
Musings for 12 Step Life doesn't enter this debate. Hate the game; don't hate the players. A good idea is
a good idea. Why dismiss valid experience because of the beliefs that someone harbors? Beliefs aren't
facts. Beyond our belief is where life is happening: chances have to be taken; processes have to be
evaluated; life has to be lived. Atheists, humanists, skeptics and agnostics will feel included in these
daily reflections. Believers won't feel mocked or belittled. Everyone in recovery is included. No one
needs to adopt the beliefs of someone else nor deny our own beliefs to get clean and sober. Believing
and belonging are not synonymous. We are well into Century 21. Anyone should feel free to doubt or
believe with impunity. Everyone's experience is a valid currency. The 12 Step community has no
experts. Rebellion Dogs Publishing neither canonizes nor vilifies 12 Step culture. This book draws on
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philosophy, psychology, entertainment, art, spiritual musings, skeptical inquiry and the uncanny wisdom
of the rooms. Professional and 12&12 Member reviews: Melissa D., Clinical Psychologist, California
says, "I have never seen a daily devotional book written for agnostics. I found the readings to be
extremely thought provoking. I wonder sometimes since there is such talk about God at meetings, what
kind of turn-off that must be for agnostics. I think this book will be very helpful to both the newcomer
and the mature 12 Step member." Bob K, contributor to AAagnositca.org says, "I expected his book to
be good. It's WAY, WAY better than good. The book is outstanding. Two decades of not being a 'daily
reflections' kind of guy, are over. Now I have reflections worth reflecting over! Buy this book or you
will suffer a horrible and painful death! Well, maybe not, but you'll be missing out on something very
good." Michel D. says, "AA can, and must, adapt to changing circumstances and Bill Wilson was the
first one to admit it. Unfortunately, members who have come after him are more zealous than our first
members. We have seen this dogmatism in history before of course, especially in religion. This is a very
slippery slope. I really like the fact that these reflections are for anyone who has an open mind. It does
not cater to a specific group to the exclusion of others. " Denis K. says, "Many thanks for this great
book; my Monday night group and I are having some great discussions related to the daily musings both
at the group and often during the week over coffee. All of us were quickly losing interest in the local
meetings; Beyond Belief: Agnostic Musings for 12 Step Life gave all of us a much needed spark that has
renewed our interest in the fellowship." Dr. Amy, MSW, PhD, adds, "One criticism of the 12 Step
movement of course is that its dogma can be limiting-Beyond Belief seems to have addressed this. The
quotes are cogent, the organization superb and the contributors are diverse." The book includes an index
of over 120 topics, extensive notes and a bibliography.
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Infinite Paths to Infinite Reality
"Do you believe in God? Is it hard to talk with people who doubt that God exists? Are you an atheist or
agnostic? Do those who love you fear that you're going to hell? Do you love someone who quarrels with
you about theology? Do friends and family members argue over religion? Do you wish you could help
them reconcile? Are you unsure if God is real and what God is like? Do you want to sort out your beliefs
and feel at peace? Bridging the God Gap shows how to have honest and respectful conversations about
religion. Use this book to understand others, and give it to others to help them understand you."--P. [4]
of cover.

Bridging the God Gap
Delve into this thought-provoking collection of personal essays from award-winning and bestselling
authors who explore the perennial question: What do I believe? Whether believer, skeptic, agnostic,
atheist, or something other, these twenty-four authors share a fascinating, daring, and multifaceted
perspective on what faith means (or doesn’t mean). The collection of personal essays includes
bestselling authors such as Anne Perry, who writes about a deeply spiritual faith that embraces and
sustains her through every step of her life. Caroline Leavitt writes about tarot cards, mediums, and
quantum physics to explain her concept of faith. Afghan-American author Tamim Ansary beautifully
captures his childhood curiosity amidst his Islamic views. There is the irrepressible Malachy McCourt’s
anti-religion rant, and then Pam Houston’s signature wit and sense of irony, which gives the question of
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faith a surprising twist. Honest, provocative, and candid, Faith begins a larger conversation and invites
the question: What do you believe?

Theism Or Agnosticism
The Triumph of Christianity
In this engaging dialogue, Zygmunt Bauman, sociologist and philosopher, and Stanislaw Obirek,
theologian and cultural historian, explore the place of spirituality and religion in the world today and in
the everyday lives of individuals. Their conversation ranges from the plight of monotheistic religions
cast onto a polytheistic world stage to the nature of religious experience and its impact on human
worldviews and life strategies; from Messianic and Promethean ideas of redemption and salvation to the
possibility and prospects of inter-religious dialogue and the factors standing in its way. While starting
from different places, Bauman and Obirek are driven by the same concern to reconcile the multiplicity
of religions with the oneness of humanity, and to do so in a way that avoids the trap of adhering to a
single truth, bearing witness instead to the multiplicity of human truths and the diversity of cultures and
faiths. For everything creative in human existence has its roots in human diversity; it is not human
diversity that turns brother against brother but the refusal of it. The fundamental condition of peace,
solidarity and benevolent cooperation among human beings is a willingness to accept that there is a
multiplicity of ways of being human, and a willingness to accept the model of coexistence that this
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multiplicity requires.

Agnosticism
Gold-medal winner of a Next Generation Book Award, silver-medal winner of the Independent
Publishers Book Award. As featured on the PBS NewsHour “A gem of a book.” — LIBRARY
JOURNAL (STARRED REVIEW) A step-by-step guide to raising confident, open-minded kids in an
age of religious intolerance. Relax, It's Just God offers parents fresh, practical and honest ways to
address issues of God and faith with children while promoting curiosity and kindness, and successfully
fending off indoctrination. A rapidly growing demographic cohort in America, secular parents are at the
forefront of a major and unprecedented cultural shift. Unable to fall back on what they were taught as
children, many of these parents are struggling, or simply failing, to address issues of God, religion and
faith with their children in ways that promote honesty, curiosity, kindness and independence. The author
sifts through hard data, including the results of a survey of 1,000 nonreligious parents, and delivers
gentle but straightforward advice to both non-believers and open-minded believers. With a thoughtful
voice infused with humor, Russell seamlessly merges scientific thought, scholarly research and everyday
experience with respect for a full range of ways to view the world. "Relax, It's Just God" goes beyond
the numbers to assist parents (and grandparents) who may be struggling to find the right time place, tone
and language with which to talk about God, spirituality and organized religion. It encourages parents to
promote religious literacy and understanding and to support kids as they explore religion on their own -ensuring that each child makes up his or her own mind about what to believe (or not believe) and
extends love and respect to those who may not agree with them. Subjects covered include: • Talking
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openly about our beliefs without indoctrinating kids • Making religious literacy fun and engaging •
Talking about death without the comforts of heaven • Navigating religious differences with extended
family members • What to do when kids get threatened with hell

Plan B
Waiting
Agnosticism
How we feel is as vital to our survival as how we think. This claim, based on the premise that emotions
are largely adaptive, serves as the organizing theme of Why We Need Religion. This book is a novel
pathway in a well-trodden field of religious studies and philosophy of religion. Stephen Asma argues
that, like art, religion has direct access to our emotional lives in ways that science does not. Yes, science
can give us emotional feelings of wonder and the sublime--we can feel the sacred depths of nature--but
there are many forms of human suffering and vulnerability that are beyond the reach of help from
science. Different emotional stresses require different kinds of rescue. Unlike secular authors who praise
religion's ethical and civilizing function, Asma argues that its core value lies in its emotionally
therapeutic power. No theorist of religion has failed to notice the importance of emotions in spiritual and
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ritual life, but truly systematic research has only recently delivered concrete data on the neurology,
psychology, and anthropology of the emotional systems. This very recent "affective turn" has begun to
map out a powerful territory of embodied cognition. Why We Need Religion incorporates new data from
these affective sciences into the philosophy of religion. It goes on to describe the way in which religion
manages those systems--rage, play, lust, care, grief, and so on. Finally, it argues that religion is still the
best cultural apparatus for doing this adaptive work. In short, the book is a Darwinian defense of
religious emotions and the cultural systems that manage them.

We agnostics
A Path from Rome
The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan, bestselling author of Zealot), New York Times bestselling story of how
Christianity became the dominant religion in the West. How did a religion whose first believers were
twenty or so illiterate day laborers in a remote part of the empire became the official religion of Rome,
converting some thirty million people in just four centuries? In The Triumph of Christianity, early
Christian historian Bart D. Ehrman weaves the rigorously-researched answer to this question “into a
vivid, nuanced, and enormously readable narrative” (Elaine Pagels, National Book Award-winning
author of The Gnostic Gospels), showing how a handful of charismatic characters used a brilliant social
strategy and an irresistible message to win over hearts and minds one at a time. This “humane,
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thoughtful and intelligent” book (The New York Times Book Review) upends the way we think about
the single most important cultural transformation our world has ever seen—one that revolutionized art,
music, literature, philosophy, ethics, economics, and law.

An Agnostic's Apology, by Leslie Stephen
"Vital" -The New York Times Book Review "Provocative[Hazleton] paddles the river of doubt with
energy and exuberance." -The Seattle Times A widely admired writer on religion celebrates agnosticism
as the most vibrant, engaging--and ultimately the most honest--stance toward the mysteries of existence.
One in four Americans reject any affiliation with organized religion, and nearly half of those under thirty
describe themselves as "spiritual but not religious." But as the airwaves resound with the haranguing of
preachers and pundits, who speaks for the millions who find no joy in whittling the wonder of existence
to a simple yes/no choice? Lesley Hazleton does. In this provocative, brilliant book, she gives voice to
the case for agnosticism, breaks it free of its stereotypes as watered-down atheism or amorphous
"seeking," and celebrates it as a reasoned, revealing, and sustaining stance toward life. Stepping over the
lines imposed by rigid conviction, she draws on philosophy, theology, psychology, science, and more to
explore, with curiosity and passion, the vital role of mystery in a deceptively information-rich world; to
ask what we mean by the search for meaning; to invoke the humbling yet elating perspective of infinity;
to challenge received ideas about death; and to reconsider what "the soul" might be. Inspired and
inspiring, Agnostic recasts the question of belief not as a problem to be solved but as an invitation to an
ongoing, open-ended adventure of the mind.
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Man Seeks God
When a health scare puts him in the hospital, Eric Weiner-an agnostic by default-finds himself tangling
with an unexpected question, posed to him by a well-meaning nurse. "Have you found your God yet?"
The thought of it nags him, and prods him-and ultimately launches him on a far-flung journey to do just
that. Weiner, a longtime "spiritual voyeur" and inveterate traveler, realizes that while he has been privy
to a wide range of religious practices, he's never seriously considered these concepts in his own life.
Face to face with his own mortality, and spurred on by the question of what spiritual principles to impart
to his young daughter, he decides to correct this omission, undertaking a worldwide exploration of
religions and hoping to come, if he can, to a personal understanding of the divine. The journey that
results is rich in insight, humor, and heart. Willing to do anything to better understand faith, and to find
the god or gods that speak to him, he travels to Nepal, where he meditates with Tibetan lamas and a guy
named Wayne. He sojourns to Turkey, where he whirls (not so well, as it turns out) with Sufi dervishes.
He heads to China, where he attempts to unblock his chi; to Israel, where he studies Kabbalah, sans
Madonna; and to Las Vegas, where he has a close encounter with Raelians (followers of the world's
largest UFO-based religion). At each stop along the way, Weiner tackles our most pressing spiritual
questions: Where do we come from? What happens when we die? How should we live our lives? Where
do all the missing socks go? With his trademark wit and warmth, he leaves no stone unturned. At a time
when more Americans than ever are choosing a new faith, and when spiritual questions loom large in the
modern age, MAN SEEKS GOD presents a perspective on religion that is sure to delight, inspire, and
entertain.
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How To Be An Agnostic
The Agnostic Island
Agnosticism: With Respect to God brings together leading philosophers, considering the question of
agnosticism, an under-explored area in philosophy and religious thought, from both analytic and
continental perspectives. The book explores the various meanings of agnosticism in the twenty-first
century.

New Catholic World
Genesis. Every God damned chapter. Because you know it's nonsense, but were never sure why.

Through Agnostic Spectacles
Catholic World
Alcoholics Anonymous (also known as the Big Book in recovery circles) sets forth cornerstone concepts
of recovery from alcoholism and tells the stories of men and women who have overcome the disease.
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The fourth edition includes twenty-four new stories that provide contemporary sharing for newcomers
seeking recovery from alcoholism in A.A. during the early years of the 21st century. Sixteen stories are
retained from the third edition, including the "Pioneers of A.A." section, which helps the reader remain
linked to A.A.'s historic roots, and shows how early members applied this simple but profound program
that helps alcoholics get sober today. Approximately 21 million copies of the first three editions of
"Alcoholics Anonymous" have been distributed. It is expected that the new fourth edition will play its
part in passing on A.A.'s basic message of recovery. This fourth edition has been approved by the
General Service Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous, in the hope that many more may be led toward
recovery by reading its explanation of the A.A. program and its varied examples of personal experiences
which demonstrate that the A.A. program works.

An Agnostic's Progress
Do you describe yourself as spiritual but not religious? Whether young or old, church connected or not,
are you spiritually restless for an authentic faith life but do not find conventional religious teachings
pertinent to you? This accessible guide to a meaningful spiritual life is a salve for your soul. It
reinterprets traditional religious teachings central to the Christian faith - God, Jesus, faith, prayer,
morality and more - in ways that connect with people who have outgrown the beliefs and devotional
practices that once made sense to them.

Agnostic
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Why We Need Religion
Gary L. Gaines set out to discuss the logic of an agnostic. An agnostic himself, Gaines provides many
reasons why the god of Abraham is not logical. However, his analytical thinking and logic eventually
took him down a path to a different god who almost anyone could accept. Gaines is not anti-religious.
However, he feels that many beliefs associated with the god of Abraham are illogical, and he discusses
dozens of reasons why. But then his writing and thinking took him down an unexpected path. He found
himself considering his own basic beliefs and the god, religion, and heaven he wanted. His path led to a
god who has the desirable qualities of the Abrahamic god, but without the negative and illogical parts.
He describes that god, along with the religion and heaven that would come from him. Part agnostic
analysis, part alternative religion, An Agnostic's Path to God provides many reasons why traditional
religions are illogical and then describes god, religion, and heaven the way they should be.

Spiritual Envy
Provides direction for believers and non-believers on understanding their own questions about faith,
religion, God, and human responsibility.

The Unknown God
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The authentic spiritual quest is marked not by certainties but by questions and doubt. Mark Vernon who
was a priest, and left an atheist explores the wonder of science, the ups and downs of being 'spiritual but
not religious', the insights of ancient philosophy, and God the biggest question.

An Agnostic's Path to God
Instead of entering into a pointless debate on whether or not God exists, it is more important to bear in
mind that belief in the existence of God has little bearing on making a person a good or a bad citizen.
One can be a saintly person without believing in God and a detestable villain believing in Him. In my
personalized religion, there is NO GOD! Khushwant Singh, over the decades, has built up a reputation
for coming up with something new and controversial in each book, and he does not disappoint his
readers this time too. He begins with a chapter on the ‘need for a new religion – without God’, in which
he questions the relevance of God. He then moves on to describe how religion has proved to be more
harmful than beneficial and, in the process, debunks astrologers and the breed of so-called ‘godmen’.
However, he is not dismissive of religion. Through his lucid writing, he brings out the beauty and
significance of holy books such as the Bhagvad Gita, the Quran and the Granth Sahib. He provides
relevant extracts to highlight the poetry and the music in such books. The author next tries to dispel the
prejudices held by many non-Muslims against their Muslim compatriots by giving down-to-earth
examples. He also emphasizes the importance of the Ramzaan fast. Khushwant Singh’s description of
the life and times of Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh and his in-depth analysis of the Granth Sahib
throw new light on a particularly troubled period in India’s history. The chapter devoted to the
interaction of the author (a confirmed agnostic) with the Dalai Lama (probably the world’s most
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renowned spiritual leader) makes for fascinating reading. Here’s one book containing a wealth of
knowledge and information that you would want to read or consult again and again.

An Agnostic's Apology, and Other Essays
Bible light: for truth-seekers. Enlarged ser., no
Why I Am an Agnostic
Relax, It's Just God
Faith
From the New York Times bestselling author of Hallelujah Anyway, Bird by Bird, and Almost
Everything, a spiritual antidote to anxiety and despair in increasingly fraught times. As Anne Lamott
knows, the world is a dangerous place. Terrorism and war have become the new normal. Environmental
devastation looms even closer. And there are personal demands on her faith as well: getting older; her
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mother's Alzheimer's; her son's adolescence; and the passing of friends and time. Fortunately for those of
us who are anxious about the state of the world, whose parents are also aging and dying, whose children
are growing harder to recognize as they become teenagers, Plan B offers hope that we’re not alone in
the midst of despair. It shares with us Lamott's ability to comfort and to make us laugh despite the grim
realities. Anne Lamott is one of our most beloved writers, and Plan B is a book more necessary now than
ever. It is further evidence that, as The New Yorker has written, "Anne Lamott is a cause for
celebration."

Beyond Belief
This is a new release of the original 1929 edition.

The Christian Middle Way
"This pioneering study examines the philosophy of the nineteenth-century Indian mystic Sri
Ramakrishna and brings him into dialogue with recent Western thinkers. Sri Ramakrishna's expansive
conception of God as the impersonal-personal Infinite Reality, Maharaj argues, opens up an entirely new
paradigm for addressing central issues in the philosophy of religion"--

Agnostic-Ish
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Of God and Man
Is there a good God? And if there is, has that God revealed anything of significance to us? Philosophers
pondering these two questions have automatically assumed that the first must be answered before the
second. Sandra Menssen and Thomas Sullivan examine how God's voice can be heard in the content of
revelatory claims, stories, myths, poetry, exhortations, legal codes, and more. They argue that rather than
taking the written word of any religion out of the philosophical proof equation, those very words should
be considered as the voice of the God accused of not existing. The Agnostic Inquirer makes a clear,
analytical claim that without these revelatory words, atheists and agnostics are missing a large part of the
relevant database of the existence of God, while many theists are working with an impoverished
database in trying to explain the foundations of their faith.

Holy Bible - Best God Damned Version - Genesis
Kenny, a philosopher by profession, struggles with the intellectual problems of theism and the
possibility of believing in god, especially in an intellectual climate dominated by Logical Positivism.
Here he revisits the Five Ways of Aquinas and argues that they are not so much proofs as definitions of
God. He is also in constant dialogue with Wittgenstein for, Kenny writes, no man in recent years has
surpassed him in devotion of sharp intelligence to the demarcation of the boundary between sense and
nonsense.
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The Agnostic Inquirer
For the most part we inherit our opinions. We are the heirs of habitsand mental customs. Our beliefs,
like the fashion of our garments, depend on where we were born. We are moulded and fashioned by
oursurroundings. Environment is a sculptor---a painter. If we had been born in Constantinople, the most
of us would have said: "There is no God but Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet." If our parentshad
lived on the banks of the Ganges, we would have been worshipers ofSiva, longing for the heaven of
Nirvana. As a rule, children love their parents, believe what they teach, andtake great pride in saying that
the religion of mother is good enoughfor them. Most people love peace. They do not like to differ with
their neighbors.They like company. They are social. They enjoy traveling on the highwaywith the
multitude. They hate to walk alone. () Belief is not subject to the will. Men think as they must. Children
donot, and cannot, believe exactly as they were taught. They are notexactly like their parents. They
differ in temperament, in experience, in capacity, in surroundings. And so there is a continual, though
almostimperceptible change. There is development, conscious and unconsciousgrowth, and by
comparing long periods of time we find that the old hasbeen almost abandoned, almost lost in the new.
Men cannot remainstationary. The mind cannot be securely anchored. If we do not advance, we go
backward. If we do not grow, we decay. If we do not develop, weshrink and shrivel. - Taken from "Why
Am I An Agnostic" written by Robert Green Ingersoll

The Christian treasury (and missionary review).
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Why I Am An Agnostic
This is a book about science, religion, and the world in between. I was born into a Christian family, but
fell out of religion and in love with the scientific method. I had little need of faith, I thought, when
science could tell me so much more about the world, and ask so little of me in return. But as I aged into
young adulthood, a new chapter of my story began. Did I really know why I believed what I believed?
How could I be so certain of my convictions when I hadn't even honestly considered the evidence? This
book traces my journey through the furthest reaches of thought, a journey that took me through the
realms of psychology, biology, physics, and belief. Could I find a place for faith in the modern world?
Or was I right to cast it off as I did?

Alcoholics Anonymous
This frank and lively autobiography of a man who ultimately left the Catholic church to become a
philosophy professor at Oxford, sheds light on the rigors of seminary life, the rigid Latin teaching at the
Gregorian University, and the Spartan pleasures of the English College in Rome. An in-depth account of
a personal love affair with Catholicism, the book tackles some of the most important moral questions of
our day.

Christian Treasury
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Waiting
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