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Handbook of New Age
The "Handbook of New Age" is a comprehensive survey of alternative spiritualities: their history, their global impact, their cultural influence and how they
are understood by scholars. Chapters by many of the leading scholars of the movement give the latest analysis of contemporary spiritual trends, and present
up-to-date observations of the interaction between the New Age movement and many different fields of knowledge and research.

Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in America: Metaphysical, New Age, and neopagan movements
In October 1994, fifty-three members of the Order of the Solar Temple in Switzerland and Québec were murdered or committed suicide. This incident and
two later group suicides in subsequent years played a pivotal role in inflaming the cult controversy in Europe, influencing the public to support harsher
actions against non-traditional religions. Despite the importance of the Order of the Solar Temple, there are relatively few studies published in English. This
book brings together the best scholarship on the Solar Temple including newly commissioned pieces from leading scholars, a selection of Solar Temple
documents, and important previously published articles newly edited for inclusion within this book. This is the first book-length study of the Order of the
Solar Temple to be published in English.

The Order of the Solar Temple
This encyclopedia gives readers a comprehensive map of the significant religious and spiritual groups functioning in today's world, especially in the West.
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The new religions, sects and alternative spiritualities are categorized according to the religious traditions from which they spring.

Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in America: Jewish and Christian traditions
The Bloomsbury Companion to New Religious Movements covers key themes such as charismatic leadership, conversion and brainwashing, prophecy and
millennialism, violence and suicide, gender and sexuality, legal issues, and the portrayal of New Religious Movements by the media and anti-cult
organisations. Several categories of new religions receive special attention, including African new religions, Japanese new religions, Mormons, and UFO
religions. This guide to New Religious Movements and their critical study brings together 29 world-class international scholars, and serves as a resource to
students and researchers. The volume highlights the current state of academic study in the field, and explores areas in which future research might develop.
Clearly and accessibly organised to help users quickly locate key information and analysis, the book includes an A to Z of key terms, extensive guides to
further resources, a comprehensive bibliography, and a timeline of major developments in the field such as the emergence of new groups, publications, legal
decisions, and historical events.

The New Christian Right
Discusses eight new religious movements throughout the world including the Baha'i faith, the New Kadampa Tradition and Raelians.

The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements
Western society and culture is often described in sociological and theological texts as increasingly secular. This work challenges this thesis and introduces
the reader to the principal theories and debates about the state of religion in the West (secularization, sacralization, Easternization, the development of New
Religious Movements etc.) In so doing it demonstrates the significance of popular culture in the construction of eclectic alternative spiritual worldviews in
the West. One of the principal theses posited in this book is that there is a broad 'occulture' -- a reservoir of ideas, beliefs, theories, and practices from which
new religions, alternative spiritualities, and popular culture all drink.

Encyclopedia of New Religions
This book introduces political science of religion – a coherent approach to the study of the political role of religion grounded in political science. In this
framework, religion is viewed as a political ideology providing legitimation for power and motivating political attitudes and behaviors of the public.
Religious organizations are political actors negotiating the political system in the pursuit of their faith-based objectives. Religion is thus interpreted as a
power resource and religious groups as political players. The theoretical framework developed in the first part is applied to the study of theocracies and
contemporary democracies, based on the case studies of Poland and the USA. The empirical analysis of resources, strategies and opportunities of religious
actors demonstrates their ability to influence the politics of democracies and non-democracies alike. Using a multilevel approach, the book seeks to explain
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this tremendous political potential of religion.

New Religious Movements: A Guide for the Perplexed
Annotation. Most new or alternative religious are gravely misunderstood by members of the religious mainstream. Labeled cults or sects, groups and their
members are often ridiculed or otherwise disregarded as weird and potentially dangerous by the populace at large. Despite their efforts at educating the
general public, the various anti- and counter-cult activists have in fact promoted much more mis-understanding than accurate understanding of the religious
lives of some of their fellow citizens. Consequently, they have helped to create a very hostile environment for anyone whose religious practices do not fit
within a so-called mainstream. This set rectifies the situation by presenting accurate, comprehensive, authoritative and accessible accounts of various new
and alternative religious movements that have been and are active in American society, and it addresses ways of understanding new and alternative
religions within a broader context. Determining what actually constitutes a new or alternative religion is a subject of constant debate. Questions arise as to a
new faith's legitimacy, beliefs, methods of conversion, and other facets of a religious movement's viability and place in a given culture. How a religion
gains recognition by the mainstream, which often labels such new movements as cults, is fraught with difficulty, tension, and fear. Here, experts delineate
the boundaries and examine the various groups, beliefs, movements, and other issues related to new faiths and alternative beliefs. Readers will come away
with a fuller understanding of the religious landscape in America today. Volume 1: History and Controversies discusses the foundations of new and
alternative religions in the United States and addresses the controversies that surround them. This volume helps readers better understand what makes a new
or alternative belief system a religion and the issues involved. Volume 2: Jewish and Christian Traditions explores the various new religions that have
grown out of these two Abrahamic faiths. Groups such as the Shakers, the People's Temple, the Branch Davidians, Jehovah's Witnesses and others are
examined. Volume 3: Metaphysical, New Age, and Neopagan Movements looks at Shamanism, Spiritualism, Wicca, and Paganism, among other
movements, as they have developed and grown in the U.S. These faiths have found new and devoted followers yet are often misunderstood. Volume 4:
Asian Traditions focuses on those new and alternative religions that have been inspired by Asian religious traditions. From Baha'i to Soka Gakkai, from
Adidam to the Vedanta Society, contributors look at a full range of groups practicing and worshiping in the U.S. today. Volume 5: African Diaspora
Traditions and Other American Innovations examines the various traditions linked to the African diaspora such as Rastafarianism, Santeria, and the Nation
of Islam, alongside traditions that are truly American incarnations like Scientology, UFO religions, and Heaven's Gate. Some of the new and alternative
religions covered in these pages include: ; Shamanism ; Wicca ; Black Israelites ; Santeria ; Scientology ; Elan Vital ; Hare Krishna ; Soka Gakkai ; and
many more

Women in New Religions
Historicizing "Tradition" in the Study of Religion
Annotation. Most new or alternative religious are gravely misunderstood by members of the religious mainstream. Labeled cults or sects, groups and their
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members are often ridiculed or otherwise disregarded as weird and potentially dangerous by the populace at large. Despite their efforts at educating the
general public, the various anti- and counter-cult activists have in fact promoted much more mis-understanding than accurate understanding of the religious
lives of some of their fellow citizens. Consequently, they have helped to create a very hostile environment for anyone whose religious practices do not fit
within a so-called mainstream. This set rectifies the situation by presenting accurate, comprehensive, authoritative and accessible accounts of various new
and alternative religious movements that have been and are active in American society, and it addresses ways of understanding new and alternative
religions within a broader context. Determining what actually constitutes a new or alternative religion is a subject of constant debate. Questions arise as to a
new faith's legitimacy, beliefs, methods of conversion, and other facets of a religious movement's viability and place in a given culture. How a religion
gains recognition by the mainstream, which often labels such new movements as cults, is fraught with difficulty, tension, and fear. Here, experts delineate
the boundaries and examine the various groups, beliefs, movements, and other issues related to new faiths and alternative beliefs. Readers will come away
with a fuller understanding of the religious landscape in America today. Volume 1: History and Controversies discusses the foundations of new and
alternative religions in the United States and addresses the controversies that surround them. This volume helps readers better understand what makes a new
or alternative belief system a religion and the issues involved. Volume 2: Jewish and Christian Traditions explores the various new religions that have
grown out of these two Abrahamic faiths. Groups such as the Shakers, the People's Temple, the Branch Davidians, Jehovah's Witnesses and others are
examined. Volume 3: Metaphysical, New Age, and Neopagan Movements looks at Shamanism, Spiritualism, Wicca, and Paganism, among other
movements, as they have developed and grown in the U.S. These faiths have found new and devoted followers yet are often misunderstood. Volume 4:
Asian Traditions focuses on those new and alternative religions that have been inspired by Asian religious traditions. From Baha'i to Soka Gakkai, from
Adidam to the Vedanta Society, contributors look at a full range of groups practicing and worshiping in the U.S. today. Volume 5: African Diaspora
Traditions and Other American Innovations examines the various traditions linked to the African diaspora such as Rastafarianism, Santeria, and the Nation
of Islam, alongside traditions that are truly American incarnations like Scientology, UFO religions, and Heaven's Gate. Some of the new and alternative
religions covered in these pages include: ; Shamanism ; Wicca ; Black Israelites ; Santeria ; Scientology ; Elan Vital ; Hare Krishna ; Soka Gakkai ; and
many more

The Odyssey of New Religious Movements
Women in New Religions offers an engaging look at women’s evolving place in the birth and development of new religious movements. It focuses on four
disparate new religions—Mormonism, Seventh-day Adventism, The Family International, and Wicca—to illuminate their implications for gender
socialization, religious leadership and participation, sexuality, and family ideals. Religious worldviews and gender roles interact with one another in
complicated ways. This is especially true within new religions, which frequently set roles for women in ways that help the movements to define their
boundaries in relation to the wider society. As new religious movements emerge, they often position themselves in opposition to dominant society and
concomitantly assert alternative roles for women. But these religions are not monolithic: rather than defining gender in rigid and repressive terms, new
religions sometimes offer possibilities to women that are not otherwise available. Vance traces expectations for women as the religions emerge, and
transformation of possibilities and responsibilities for women as they mature. Weaving theory with examination of each movement’s origins, history, and
beliefs and practices, this text contextualizes and situates ideals for women in new religions. The book offers an accessible analysis of the complex factors
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that influence gender ideology and its evolution in new religious movements, including the movements’ origins, charismatic leadership and routinization,
theology and doctrine, and socio-historical contexts. It shows how religions shape definitions of women’s place in a way that is informed by response to
social context, group boundaries, and identity. Additional Resources

Sacred Schisms
'Animating Space' explores how animation has evolved in line with changing cultural attitudes, as well as examining the innovations that have helped raise
the medium from a novelty to a fully-fledged art form.

Raising the Devil
This text explores the major new or unconventional religions and spiritual movements in America that exist outside the Judeo-Christian tradition.

Antiquity and Social Reform
James R. Lewis has written the first book to deal explicitly with the issue of how emerging religions legitimate themselves. He contends that a new religion
has at least four different, though overlapping, areas where legitimacy is a concern: making converts, maintaining followers, shaping public opinion, and
appeasing government authorities. The legitimacy that new religions seek in the public realm is primarily that of social acceptance. Mainstream society's
acknowledgement of a religion as legitimate means recognizing its status as a genuine religion and thus recognizing its right to exist. Through a series of
wide-ranging case studies Lewis explores the diversification of legitimation strategies of new religions as well the tactics that their critics use to delegitimate such groups. Cases include the Movement for Spiritual Inner Awareness, Native American prophet religions, spiritualism, the Church of ChristScientist, Scientology, Church of Satan, Heaven's Gate, Unitarianism, Hindu reform movements, and Soka Gakkai, a new Buddhist sect. Since many of the
issues raised with respect to newer religions can be extended to the legitimation strategies deployed by established religions, this book sheds an intriguing
new light on classic questions about the origin of all religions.

Controversial New Religions
Annotation. Most new or alternative religious are gravely misunderstood by members of the religious mainstream. Labeled cults or sects, groups and their
members are often ridiculed or otherwise disregarded as weird and potentially dangerous by the populace at large. Despite their efforts at educating the
general public, the various anti- and counter-cult activists have in fact promoted much more mis-understanding than accurate understanding of the religious
lives of some of their fellow citizens. Consequently, they have helped to create a very hostile environment for anyone whose religious practices do not fit
within a so-called mainstream. This set rectifies the situation by presenting accurate, comprehensive, authoritative and accessible accounts of various new
and alternative religious movements that have been and are active in American society, and it addresses ways of understanding new and alternative
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religions within a broader context. Determining what actually constitutes a new or alternative religion is a subject of constant debate. Questions arise as to a
new faith's legitimacy, beliefs, methods of conversion, and other facets of a religious movement's viability and place in a given culture. How a religion
gains recognition by the mainstream, which often labels such new movements as cults, is fraught with difficulty, tension, and fear. Here, experts delineate
the boundaries and examine the various groups, beliefs, movements, and other issues related to new faiths and alternative beliefs. Readers will come away
with a fuller understanding of the religious landscape in America today. Volume 1: History and Controversies discusses the foundations of new and
alternative religions in the United States and addresses the controversies that surround them. This volume helps readers better understand what makes a new
or alternative belief system a religion and the issues involved. Volume 2: Jewish and Christian Traditions explores the various new religions that have
grown out of these two Abrahamic faiths. Groups such as the Shakers, the People's Temple, the Branch Davidians, Jehovah's Witnesses and others are
examined. Volume 3: Metaphysical, New Age, and Neopagan Movements looks at Shamanism, Spiritualism, Wicca, and Paganism, among other
movements, as they have developed and grown in the U.S. These faiths have found new and devoted followers yet are often misunderstood. Volume 4:
Asian Traditions focuses on those new and alternative religions that have been inspired by Asian religious traditions. From Baha'i to Soka Gakkai, from
Adidam to the Vedanta Society, contributors look at a full range of groups practicing and worshiping in the U.S. today. Volume 5: African Diaspora
Traditions and Other American Innovations examines the various traditions linked to the African diaspora such as Rastafarianism, Santeria, and the Nation
of Islam, alongside traditions that are truly American incarnations like Scientology, UFO religions, and Heaven's Gate. Some of the new and alternative
religions covered in these pages include: ; Shamanism ; Wicca ; Black Israelites ; Santeria ; Scientology ; Elan Vital ; Hare Krishna ; Soka Gakkai ; and
many more

Religion and Legitimation of Power in Thailand, Laos, and Burma
In a new study Bible based on The New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha, 60 scholars provide background and insight on the biblical text, in a
book that features extensive historical and theological annotations, brief introductions and outlines for each biblical book, 19 newly commissioned
historical maps and more.

Among the Scientologists
"The book shows how rapid social change gives rise to novel religious interpretations and how new religious movements, in turn, try to influence the
process of change. This analysis is illustrated by studies of the advanced societies of North America and Europe, of Japan during the first phase of
industrialization, and of countries and regions in the developing world. New religious movements are revealed as a normal aspect of social life and as
critical indicators of social change. This is reflected in each movement's social composition, teachings, values, religious practices and organizational
structures as well as their engagement in politics, business and their structuring of social relationships."--Publisher's description.

American Book Publishing Record
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This book of original essays provides an objective and enlightening analysis of the emergence and changing forms of the New Christian Right. The subject
is in itself important in contemporary American life, but in addition The New Christian Right reexamines standard theories of social movements and the
relationship between religion and politics in America today. The book presents findings from original research, including surveys, personal interviews with
elites, analysis of financial documents, reanalysis of existing data, and analysis of direct-mail solicitations and other primary literature. The New Christian
Right is balanced and objective rather than partisan and evaluative. Using non-technical and non-jargonistic language, the authors raise questions
concerning the nature of religion, the role of status groups, and contemporary directions in American culture.

Revelatory Events
Schism (from the Greek 'to split') refers to a group that breaks away from another, usually larger organisation and forms a new organisation. Though the
term is typically confined to religious schisms, it can be extended to other kinds of breakaway groups. Because schisms emerge out of controversies, the
term has negative connotations. Though they are an important component of many analyses, schisms in general have not been subjected to systematic
analysis. This volume provides the first book-length study of religious schisms as a general phenomenon. Some chapters examine specific case studies
while others provide surveys of the history of schisms within larger religious traditions, such as Islam and Buddhism. Other chapters are more theoretically
focused. Examples are drawn from a wide variety of different traditions and geographical areas, from early Mediterranean Christianity to modern Japanese
New Religions, and from the Jehovah's Witnesses to Neo-Pagans.

Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America
Although religious innovation in America has historically been the norm rather than the exception, mainstream Americans have often viewed new religious
movements with suspicion and occasionally with outright alarm. The question motivating many studies of new religious movements has been why would
someone join these religions? In Antiquity and Social Reform, Dawn Hutchinson offers at least one answer to this often repeated query. She argues that
followers of new religious movements in the 1960s1980s, specifically the Unification Church, Feminist Wicca and the Nation of Yahweh, considered these
religions to be legitimate because they offered members a personal religious experience, a connection to an ancient tradition, and agency in improving their
world. Utilizing an historical approach, Antiquity and Social Reform considers the conversion narratives of adherents and primary literature of the
formative years of these movements, which demonstrates that the religious experiences of the adherents, and a resonance with the goals of these religions,
propelled members into social action.

Controversial New Religions
New Religious Movements: A Guide for the Perplexed examines the phenomenon of new faiths and alternative spiritualities which has become a feature of
the contemporary world. Those interested in the spiritual dimension to life are no longer limited to the major world faiths, but can draw upon a rapidlyexpanding range of new religions. Some of these are derived from the major religions, some are a re-working of ancient traditions, while others signify a
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completely new departure in spiritual experience. This book analyses the concepts we use to discuss new religions, and surveys a range of different
movements which were established in the second half of the 20th century. Paul Oliver explores the organization of the movements, and the psychological
aspects of life within them; the distribution of power and authority within movements; the position of women in relation to such organizations, and finally,
the nature of the evolution and expansion of such movements in relation to post-modern society. This book is ideal for students wishing to understand the
more perplexing elements of this contemporary phenomenon.

A Critical Introduction to the Study of Religion
Historicizing "Tradition" in the Study of Religion
For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle East was far ahead of Europe. Yet, the modern economy was born in Europe. Why was it not born
in the Middle East? In this book Jared Rubin examines the role that Islam played in this reversal of fortunes. It argues that the religion itself is not to blame;
the importance of religious legitimacy in Middle Eastern politics was the primary culprit. Muslim religious authorities were given an important seat at the
political bargaining table, which they used to block important advancements such as the printing press and lending at interest. In Europe, however, the
Church played a weaker role in legitimizing rule, especially where Protestantism spread (indeed, the Reformation was successful due to the spread of
printing, which was blocked in the Middle East). It was precisely in those Protestant nations, especially England and the Dutch Republic, where the modern
economy was born.

The New Interpreter's Study Bible
Diese Aufsatzsammlung analysiert ‚Tradition' als Kategorie der historischen und vergleichenden Religionswissenschaft. Ausgehend von der Prämisse, viele
Traditionen seien, zumindest teilweise, gesellschaftliche Erfindungen, die oftmals ideologischen Sonderinteressen dienen, wird eine große Vielfalt von
Religionen und historischer Epochen behandelt.

Children of Jesus and Mary
The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion draws on the expertise of an international team of scholars providing both an entry point into the
sociological study and understanding of religion and an in-depth survey into its changing forms and content in the contemporary world. The role and impact
of religion and spirituality on the politics, culture, education and health in the modern world is rigorously discussed and debated. The study of the sociology
of religion forges interdisciplinary links to explore aspects of continuity and change in the contemporary interface between society and religion. Using a
combination of theoretical, methodological and content-led approaches, the fifty-seven contributors collectively emphasise the complex relationships
between religion and aspects of life from scientific research to law, ecology to art, music to cognitive science, crime to institutional health care and more.
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The developing character of religion, irreligion and atheism and the impact of religious diversity on social cohesion are explored. An overview of current
scholarship in the field is provided in each themed chapter with an emphasis on encouraging new thinking and reflection on familiar and emergent themes
to stimulate further debate and scholarship. The resulting essay collection provides an invaluable resource for research and teaching in this diverse
discipline.

Political Science of Religion
Rulers, Religion, and Riches
Unseen presences. Apparitions. Hearing voices. Although some people would find such experiences to be distressing and seek clinical help, others perceive
them as transformative. Occasionally, these unusual phenomena give rise to new spiritual paths or religious movements. Revelatory Events provides fresh
insights into what is perhaps the bedrock of all religious belief—the claim that otherworldly powers are active in human affairs. Ann Taves looks at
Mormonism, Alcoholics Anonymous, and A Course in Miracles—three cases in which insiders claimed that a spiritual presence guided the emergence of a
new spiritual path. In the 1820s, Joseph Smith, Jr., reportedly translated the Book of Mormon from ancient gold plates unearthed with the help of an angel.
Bill Wilson cofounded AA after having an ecstatic experience while hospitalized for alcoholism in 1934. Helen Schucman scribed the words of an inner
voice that she attributed to Jesus, which formed the basis of her 1976 best-selling self-study course. In each case, Taves argues, the sense of a guiding
presence emerged through a complex, creative interaction between a founding figure with unusual mental abilities and an initial set of collaborators who
were drawn into the process by diverse motives of their own. A major work of scholarship, this compelling and accessible book traces the very human
processes behind such events.

Handbook of Religion and the Authority of Science
Legitimating New Religions
In terms of public opinion, new religious movements are considered controversial for a variety of reasons ranging from how they speak, dress, and eat, to
the way they think and their sense of community. Their social organization often runs counter to popular expectations by experimenting withcommunal
living (or strict individualism), alternative leadership roles (or flat network structures), unusual economic dispositions, and new political and ethical values.
As a result the general public views new religions with a mixture of curiosity, amusement, and anxiety, sustained by lavish mediaemphasis on oddness and
tragedy rather than familiarity and lived experience. This updated and revised second edition of Controversial New Religions offers a scholarly,
dispassionate look at those groups that have generated the most attention, including some very well-known classical groups like The Family, Unification
Church, Scientology, and Jim Jones' People's Temple; somerelative newcomers such as the Kabbalah Centre, the Order of the Solar Temple, Branch
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Davidians, Heaven's Gate, and the Falun Gong; and some interesting cases like contemporary Satanism, the Raelians, Black nationalism, and various Pagan
groups. Written by established scholars as well as youngerexperts in the field, each essay combines an overview of the history and beliefs of each
organization or movement with original and insightful analysis. By presenting decades of scholarly work on new religious movements in an accessible
form, this book will be an invaluable resource for all thosewho seek a view of new religions that is deeper than what can be found in sensationalistic media
stories.

The Bloomsbury Companion to New Religious Movements
In terms of public opinion, new religious movements are considered controversial for a variety of reasons. Their social organization often runs counter to
popular expectations by experimenting with communal living, alternative leadership roles, unusual economic dispositions, and new political and ethical
values. As a result the general public views new religions with a mixture of curiosity, amusement, and anxiety, sustained by lavish media emphasis on
oddness and tragedy rather than familiarity and lived experience. This updated and revised second edition of Controversial New Religions offers a
scholarly, dispassionate look at those groups that have generated the most attention, including some very well-known classical groups like The Family,
Unification Church, Scientology, and Jim Jones's People's Temple; some relative newcomers such as the Kabbalah Centre, the Order of the Solar Temple,
Branch Davidians, Heaven's Gate, and the Falun Gong; and some interesting cases like contemporary Satanism, the Raelians, Black nationalism, and
various Pagan groups. Each essay combines an overview of the history and beliefs of each organization or movement with original and insightful analysis.
By presenting decades of scholarly work on new religious movements written in an accessible form by established scholars as well as younger experts in
the field, this book will be an invaluable resource for all those who seek a view of new religions that is deeper than what can be found in sensationalistic
media stories.

Religious Convictions
This book analyzes the variety of ways through which Japanese religions (Buddhism, Shintō, and new religious movements) contribute to the dynamics of
accelerated globalization in recent decades. It looks at how Japanese religions provide material to cultural global flows, thus acting as carriers of
globalization, and how they respond to these flows by shaping new glocal identities. The book highlights how, paradoxically, these processes of religious
hybridization may be closely intertwined with the promotion of cultural chauvinism. It shows how on the one hand religion in Japan is engaged in border
negotiation with global subsystems such as politics, secular education, and science, and how on the other hand, it tries to find new legitimation by
addressing pressing global problems such as war, the environmental crisis, and economic disparities left unsolved by the dominant subsystems. A
significant contribution to advancing an understanding of modern Japanese religious life, this book is of interest to academics working in the fields of
Japanese Studies, Asian history and religion and the sociology of religion.

Japanese Religions and Globalization
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Diese Aufsatzsammlung analysiert ‚Tradition' als Kategorie der historischen und vergleichenden Religionswissenschaft. Ausgehend von der Prämisse, viele
Traditionen seien, zumindest teilweise, gesellschaftliche Erfindungen, die oftmals ideologischen Sonderinteressen dienen, wird eine große Vielfalt von
Religionen und historischer Epochen behandelt.

Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in America: Asian traditions
The Re-Enchantment of the West
Over the last several years, the scholarly interest in New Religious Movements has grown exponentially. The general public, however, tends to hear about
New Religious Movements only when there has been a tragedy, such as the burning of the Branch Davidians' compound in Waco or the Heaven'sGate
suicide. The press then lavishes attention on these groups, writing melodramatic stories that play up the oddness of their beliefs and behaviors. This volume
offers a scholarly, dispassionate look at those groups that have generated the most controversy. The groups covered are: The FamilyUnification Church
People's Temple Branch Davidians ISKCON (Hare Krishnas) Osho Rajneesh Soka Gakkai Aum Shunrikyo Falun Gong Aumism Scientology Theosophy
Order of the Solar Temple Movement of Spiritual Inner Awareness Heaven's Gate Raelians White Racist Religions Satanism Each essay provides notonly
an overview of the history and beliefs of each organization or movement, but also analysis that makes an original contribution to the field. This book will be
an invaluable resource for all those who seek a view of New Religions that is deeper than what can be found in sensationalisticnewspaper stories or on the
six o'clock news.

Reclaiming African Religions in Trinidad
The Church of Scientology is one of the most recognizable American-born new religions, but perhaps the least understood. With academic and popular
interest on the rise, many books have been written about Scientology and surely more will follow. Although academics have begun to pay more attention to
Scientology, the subject has received remarkably little qualitative attention. Indeed, no work has systematically addressed such questions as: what do
Scientologists themselves have to say about their religion's history, theology, and practices? How does Scientology act as a religion for them? What does
"lived religion" look like for a Scientologist? This is not so much a book about the Church of Scientology, its leaders, or its controversies, as it is a
compilation of narratives and histories based on the largely unheard or ignored perspectives of Scientologists themselves. Drawing on six years of
interviews, fieldwork, and research conducted among members of the Church of Scientology, this groundbreaking work examines features of the new
religion's history, theology, and praxis in ways that move discussion beyond apostate-driven and exposé accounts.

Controversial New Religions
The present collection examines the many different ways in which religions appeal to the authority of science. The result is a wide-ranging and uniquely
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compelling study of how religions adapt their message to the challenges of the contemporary world.

New Religions
The study of New Religious Movements (NRMs) is one of the fastest-growing areas of religious studies, and since the release of the first edition of The
Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements in 2003, the field has continued to expand and break new ground. In this all-new volume, James R. Lewis
and Inga B. Tøllefsen bring together established and rising scholars to address an expanded range of topics, covering traditional religious studies topics such
as "scripture," "charisma," and "ritual," while also applying new theoretical approaches to NRM topics. Other chapters cover understudied topics in the
field, such as the developmental patterns of NRMs and subcultural considerations in the study of NRMs. The first part of this book examines NRMs from a
social-scientific perspective, particularly that of sociology. In the second section, the primary factors that have put the study of NRMs on the map,
controversy and conflict, are considered. The third section investigates common themes within the field of NRMs, while the fourth examines the approaches
that religious studies researchers have taken to NRMs. As NRM Studies has grown, subfields such as Esotericism, New Age Studies, and neo-Pagan Studies
have grown as distinct and individual areas of study, and the final section of the book investigates these emergent fields.

New Religious Movements and Rapid Social Change
The Order of Christ Sophia (OCS) is a small New Religion which, in the short span of eight years, has evoked intense controversy. Beyond surveying the
history, doctrines and practices of this unusual group, Lewis brings data from his study of the OCS to bear on many items of conventional wisdom in the
New Religions field.

The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion
A Critical Introduction to the Study of Religion introduces the key concepts and theories from religious studies that are necessary for a full understanding of
the complex relations between religion and society. The aim is to provide readers with an arsenal of critical concepts for studying religious ideologies,
practices, and communities. This thoroughly revised second edition has been restructured to clearly emphasize key topics including: Essentialism
Functionalism Authority Domination. All ideas and theories are clearly illustrated, with new and engaging examples and case studies throughout, making
this the ideal textbook for students approaching the subject area for the first time.

Book of Abstracts
Exploring various African religions as part of a cultural system, relevant to national identity in Trinidad, this text deals with the dynamic doctrinal and
ideological changes that have occurred within the religions and documents the legislative and social acceptance of African religion.
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