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Education Among the Mennonites of America
In a compelling, honest, and transparent account, Ralph Friesen tells the story of his father, Reverend
Peter D. Friesen of Steinbach, Manitoba. He also tells his own story, of the search for his father and a
crisis of faith. Growing up in a fundamentalist Mennonite community as the son of a minister, Ralph
resisted the pressure to be “saved” and struggled to find a spiritual alternative. His father suffered a
debilitating stroke when Ralph was a young teenager, but it is only now, in his seventies, that Ralph has
delved into the meaning of that event. Dad, God, and Me is Ralph’s quest to discover and convey the
man his father was—with all of his strengths, faults, aspirations, and regrets. Drawing on journal entries,
old photographs, and personal memories, this memoir welcomes readers into a particular time, place,
and family. An engaging read for anyone who appreciates that “real life” can be challenging, painful,
and beautiful all at the same time.

Mennonites in the World War
This sensitive and thoughtful meditation on the horrific events of October 2, 2006, reflects on the
response of the Amish community of Nickel Mines, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, where a gunman
killed himself, five school children, and wounded five others. The tragic crime evoked expressions of
shock and sympathy worldwide. But even many Christians were stunned when the Amish community, in
the midst of its grieving, offered words of forgiveness toward the dead killer and his family. John L.
Ruth considers that extraordinary forgiveness as the legacy of that heartbreaking day.

Confession of Faith of the Mennonite Brethren Church of North America
Aimed at anyone who is interested in the Amish experience, The Lives of Amish Women will help
readers understand better the costs and benefits of being an Amish woman in a modern world and will
challenge the stereotypes, myths, and imaginative fictions about Amish women that have shaped how
they are viewed by mainstream society.

An Amish Second Christmas
An Amish Home
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The Earth is the Lord's
Women Talking
Conflicts between the disciplined, non-violent dedication of the thriving Mennonite community and the
threats and challenges from the war-torn world they left behind reveal a lurking violence beneath the
peaceful surface of settlement life.

The Amish Mercies Collection
For readers of Wiebe's Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest and Sandra Birdsell's
The Russländer. An epic novel on the Mennonite experience, by a Governor General's Award-winning
author.

Hard Passage
A beautiful, moving memoir of a boy’s coming of age, infused with a deep love of the land, from one of
Canada’s most cherished and acclaimed writers. In Of This Earth, Rudy Wiebe gives vivid life again to
the vanished world of Speedwell, Saskatchewan, an isolated, poplar-forested, mostly Mennonite
community – and Rudy’s first home. Too young to do heavy work, Rudy witnessed a way of life that
was soon to disappear. And we experience with him the hard labour of clearing the stony, silty bushland;
the digging out of precious wells one bucket of dirt at a time; sorrow at the death of a beloved sister; the
disorienting searches for grazing cattle in the vast wilderness sloughs and the sweet discovery of the
power of reading. Rare personal photographs (reproduced throughout the book) and the fragile memories
of those who are left give shape to the story of Mennonite immigrants building a life in Canada, the
growth and decline of the small Speedwell community, the sway of religion, and a young boy’s growing
love of the extreme beauty of the aspen forests – as well as how all these elements came to inform his
destiny as a writer. A hymn to a lost place and a distant time, Of This Earth follows the best of memoirs
in the tradition of Sharon Butala’s The Perfection of the Morning and W. G. Sebald’s Austerlitz. It is an
evocation of the Canadian west that only a writer of Rudy Wiebe’s powers could summon. From the
Hardcover edition.

From Plain to Plane
Always Beautiful by Beth Wiseman Becky Byler is eighteen and overweight. She is overwhelmed by
the embarrassment she feels when comparing herself to other girls her age. Having lost all hope, she
considers taking her own life. As she stands before rushing water, unable to swim, Becky begs God for a
miracle. In just several months, Becky sees her prayers answered as food and temptation lose their hold
over her. She’s finally pleased with how she looks, but does she like the person she has become? And
has the man she has dreamed of been right beside her all along, loving her exactly as she is? Always His
Providence by Ruth Reid Widow Rosa Hostetler has one month to pay her delinquent taxes before the
county auctions her farm. She’s prepared to sell whatever is necessary to pay the lien, but she isn’t
willing to request money from the community’s widow fund. She’s embarrassed and refuses to admit
she needs help. Rosa depends on income from selling eggs, but when that income is threatened, only a
miracle can help Rosa accept the kindness of a neighbor. Always in My Heart by Mary Ellis Hope
Bowman believes God is punishing her for giving up her firstborn son when she was a teenager. She’s
hidden this secret from her husband, who is thankful for their daughters but longs for a son. Hope prays
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desperately, but the son God sends her isn’t a new baby but the fifteen-year-old boy she gave up years
ago. Includes Reading Group Guide and Old-Order Amish Recipes Visit AmishLiving.com

Nature and the Environment in Amish Life
National Bestseller Winner of the Brooklyn Public Library Literary Prize for Fiction Shortlisted for the
Governor General's Award for Fiction Shortlisted for the Reading Women Award “This amazing, sad,
shocking, but touching novel, based on a real-life event, could be right out of The Handmaid's Tale.”
--Margaret Atwood, on Twitter "Scorching . . . Women Talking is a wry, freewheeling novel of ideas
that touches on the nature of evil, questions of free will, collective responsibility, cultural determinism,
and, above all, forgiveness." --New York Times Book Review, Editor's Choice One evening, eight
Mennonite women climb into a hay loft to conduct a secret meeting. For the past two years, each of
these women, and more than a hundred other girls in their colony, has been repeatedly violated in the
night by demons coming to punish them for their sins. Now that the women have learned they were in
fact drugged and attacked by a group of men from their own community, they are determined to protect
themselves and their daughters from future harm. While the men of the colony are off in the city,
attempting to raise enough money to bail out the rapists and bring them home, these women-all illiterate,
without any knowledge of the world outside their community and unable even to speak the language of
the country they live in-have very little time to make a choice: Should they stay in the only world they've
ever known or should they dare to escape? Based on real events and told through the “minutes” of the
women's all-female symposium, Toews's masterful novel uses wry, politically engaged humor to relate
this tale of women claiming their own power to decide. Named a Best Book of the Year By THE NEW
YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW (Notable Books of the Year) * NPR.ORG* THE WASHINGTON
POST * REAL SIMPLE * THE NEW YORK TIMES (PARUL SEHGAL'S TOP BOOKS OF THE
YEAR) * SLATE * STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL) * LITHUB * AUSTIN
CHRONICLE * GOOP* ELECTRIC LITERATURE * KIRKUS REVIEWS * JEZEBEL* BUSTLE *
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY * TIME* LIBRARY JOURNAL * THE AV CLUB * MASHABLE * VOX *

Amish Community Cookbook
Since its publication in 1989, The Riddle of Amish Culture has become recognized as a classic work on
one of America's most distinctive religious communities. But many changes have occurred within
Amish society over the past decade, from westward migrations and a greater familiarity with technology
to the dramatic shift away from farming into small business which is transforming Amish culture. For
this revised edition, Donald B. Kraybill has taken these recent changes into account, incorporating new
demographic research and new interviews he has conducted among the Amish. In addition, he includes a
new chapter describing Amish recreation and social gatherings, and he applies the concept of "social
capital" to his sensitive and penetrating interpretation of how the Amish have preserved their social
networks and the solidarity of their community.

Searching for Sacred Ground
A hilarious and moving memoir—in the spirit of Anne Lamott and Nora Ephron—about a woman who
returns home to her close-knit Mennonite family after a personal crisis Not long after Rhoda Janzen
turned forty, her world turned upside down. It was bad enough that her brilliant husband of fifteen years
left her for Bob, a guy he met on Gay.com, but that same week a car accident left her with serious
injuries. What was a gal to do? Rhoda packed her bags and went home. This wasn't just any home,
though. This was a Mennonite home. While Rhoda had long ventured out on her own spiritual path, the
conservative community welcomed her back with open arms and offbeat advice. (Rhoda's good-natured
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mother suggested she date her first cousin—he owned a tractor, see.) It is in this safe place that Rhoda can
come to terms with her failed marriage; her desire, as a young woman, to leave her sheltered world
behind; and the choices that both freed and entrapped her. Written with wry humor and huge
personality—and tackling faith, love, family, and aging—Mennonite in a Little Black Dress is an
immensely moving memoir of healing, certain to touch anyone who has ever had to look homeward in
order to move ahead.

The Mennonite
She’d told herself she’d never go back home. But that was before the accident—before life changed
forever. After the tragic death of her parents, Jonica Muller must return to the Amish community she left
in shame. Tasked with settling her father’s estate, she plans to keep her visit as brief as possible so she
can return to start a life with Ephraim, a widower who has offered her and her five-year-old son the
stability of a family. But Jonica’s childhood home in Posen, Michigan, won’t let her go so quickly. Her
father’s sister, Aenti Edna, is showing signs of a slipping mind. To Jonica’s alarm, Edna’s begun
entertaining a mysterious redheaded Englischer who has unclear intentions toward the aging woman and
the Mullers’ property. Caleb is a young farmer working Edna’s land, trying to hide his own secret
shame from his family and his girlfriend, Darleen. But when Jonica asks him to come to Edna’s aid, she
unwittingly sets events in motion that change everyone’s ability to live in the shadows of their lives.
Steadfast Mercy is a tender love story at the intersection of heartbreak, forgiveness, and grace.

Peace Shall Destroy Many [text (large Print)]
The Lives of Amish Women
The Plain Choice
"The Pennsylvania Dutch are known for their unique traditional foods--recipes that reflect their German
heritage and agricultural roots. Inside, are recipes for everything from apple butter to chicken pot-pie,
ham loaf to classic mashed potatoes. The book is also filled with interesting facts and fun stories about
many of the recipes, sure to surprise and delight any cook. Bringing these delicious recipes into the
kitchen will please any family!"--

The Blue Mountains of China
Celebrate Second Christmas, a treasured, lighthearted time of community, with four Amish romances.
“When Christmas Comes Again” by Beth Wiseman Katherine knows the first Christmas without Elias
will be hard for her and the children. But when a mysterious Englischer appears with photographs of her
late husband, Katherine begins to wonder what other blessings Christmas could have in store. “Her
Christmas Pen Pal” by Ruth Reid Joy was expecting a wedding proposal from Henry; what she got
instead was news of another woman. But when her heartfelt letter to a cousin ends up in the hands of a
young cabinetmaker, an unexpected correspondence between two strangers gets interesting fast. “A Gift
for Anne Marie” by Kathleen Fuller Anne Marie and Nathaniel have been best friends since they were
kids. Now things are evolving . . . in ways everyone else predicted long ago. But when her mother
suddenly decides to remarry in another state, Anne Marie’s new chapter with Nathaniel looks doomed to
end before it begins. “The Christmas Aprons” by Tricia Goyer Vanilla crumb pie has been Esther’s
mem’s calling card for decades. But when Esther finally gets her hands on the secret recipe, she
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discovers that vanilla crumb pie is more than just dessert . . . it’s bachelor bait. "Characters in each story
are sweet, kind and caring. . . . Each author brings a separate writing style, creating a cozy holiday
collection." —RT Book Reviews, 4 stars

Tillie, a Mennonite Maid
Even with her childhood overshadowed by domestic violence and her father's abusive rhetoric, as well
as persistent teaching by the Church that women were designed for subjugation, Patty Bear learned to
heed the call of her wild soul.

The Riddle of Amish Culture
The first comprehensive study of Amish understandings of the natural world, this compelling book
complicates the image of the Amish and provides a more realistic understanding of the Amish
relationship with the environment.

Chosen Nation
Examining how the Wengers have cautiously and incrementally adapted to the changes swirling around
them, this book offers an invaluable case study of a traditional group caught in the throes of a
postmodern world."--Jacket.

Sweeter Than All the World
Abiding Mercy A young woman faces an impossible situation: Should she do the right thing and bring
heartache to nearly everyone she knows or deny her true self and always wonder . . . what if? Arms of
Mercy A story of renewed love, boundless hope, and a little help from angels above. He lost her once to
a rash decision. He will not lose her again. Steadfast Mercy She’s returning to her old Amish
community with something to hide. Something big. He’s just trying to make it through his first winter as
a farmer. Together they will learn the meaning of steadfast mercy in this sweet Amish romance.

Dad, God, and Me
Mennonite in a Little Black Dress
Forgiveness
Treasured Amish and Mennonite Recipes
Raised in a broken family and emotionally overlooked, Sherry Gore grew up without a solid foundation,
a prisoner of her own poor choices, and at times without hope. A series of terrible mistakes left her
feeling wrecked and alone and a sudden tragedy threw Sherry into an emotional tailspin too powerful to
escape. Sherry hangs by a thread, unable to see how she can go on living, until it happens: on a morning
of no particular significance, she walks into a church and BAM the truth of Jesus’ forgiving love
shatters her world and cleaves her life in two: She goes to bed stunned; she wakes up a Christian.
Unwilling to return to the darkness of her former life, Sherry attacks her faith head on. Soon the life
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Sherry Gore remakes for herself and her children as she seeks to follow the teachings of the Bible
features head coverings, simple dress, and a focus on Jesus Christ. Only then does she realize, in a fit of
excitement, that there are others like her. They are called Amish and Mennonite, and she realizes she has
found her people. The plain choice that Sherry makes is not easy – and life still brings unexpected pain
and heartache - but it changes everything for her, as she becomes one of the few people on earth to have
successfully joined the Amish from the outside. She has found her place. And her story proves that one
can return from the darkest depths to the purest light with the power of God.

An Amish Miracle
During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the global Mennonite church developed an uneasy
relationship with Germany. Despite the religion's origins in the Swiss and Dutch Reformation, as well as
its longstanding pacifism, tens of thousands of members embraced militarist German nationalism.
Chosen Nation is a sweeping history of this encounter and the debates it sparked among parliaments,
dictatorships, and congregations across Eurasia and the Americas. Offering a multifaceted perspective
on nationalism's emergence in Europe and around the world, Benjamin Goossen demonstrates how
Mennonites' nationalization reflected and reshaped their faith convictions. While some church leaders
modified German identity along Mennonite lines, others appropriated nationalism wholesale, advocating
a specifically Mennonite version of nationhood. Examining sources from Poland to Paraguay, Goossen
shows how patriotic loyalties rose and fell with religious affiliation. Individuals might claim to be
German at one moment but Mennonite the next. Some external parties encouraged separatism, as when
the Weimar Republic helped establish an autonomous "Mennonite State" in Latin America. Still others
treated Mennonites as quintessentially German; under Hitler's Third Reich, entire colonies benefited
from racial warfare and genocide in Nazi-occupied Ukraine. Whether choosing Germany as a national
homeland or identifying as a chosen people, called and elected by God, Mennonites committed to
collective action in ways that were intricate, fluid, and always surprising. The first book to place
Christianity and diaspora at the heart of nationality studies, Chosen Nation illuminates the rising
religious nationalism of our own age.

History of the Mennonites
Rudy Wiebe’s latest novel is at once an enthralling saga of the Mennonite people and one man’s
emotional voyage into his heritage and his own self-discovery. Ambitious in its historical sweep, tender
and humane, Sweeter Than All the World takes us on an extraordinary odyssey never before fully
related in a contemporary novel. The novel tells the story of the Mennonite people from the early days of
persecution in sixteenth-century Netherlands, and follows their emigration to Danzig, London, Russia,
and the Americas, through the horrors of World War II, to settlement in Paraguay and Canada. It is told
episodically in a double-stranded narrative. The first strand consists of different voices of historical
figures. The other narrative voice is that of Adam Wiebe, born in Saskatchewan in 1935, whom we
encounter at telling stages of his life: as a small boy playing in the bush, as a student hunting caribou a
week before his wedding, and as a middle-aged man carefully negotiating a temporary separation from
his wife. As Adam faces the collapse of his marriage and the disappearance of his daughter, he becomes
obsessed with understanding his ancestral past. Wiebe meshes the history of a people with the story of a
modern family, laying bare the complexities of desire and family love, religious faith and human frailty.
The past comes brilliantly alive, beginning with the horrors of the Reformation, when Weynken Claes
Wybe is burned at the stake for heretical views on Communion. We are caught up in the great events of
each century, as we follow in the footsteps of Adam’s forebears: the genius engineer who invented the
cable-car system; the artist Enoch Seeman, who found acclamation at the royal court in London after
having been forbidden to paint by the Elders; Anna, who endures the great wagon trek across the Volga
in 1860, leaving behind her hopes of marriage so that her brothers will escape conscription in the
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Prussian army; and Elizabeth Katerina, caught in the Red Army’s advance into Germany when rape and
pillage are the rewards given to soldiers. The title of the novel, taken from a hymn, reflects the beauty
and sorrow of these stories of courage. In a startling act of invention, Sweeter Than All the World sets
one man’s quest for family and love against centuries of turmoil. Rudy Wiebe first wrote of Mennonite
resettlement in his 1970 epic novel The Blue Mountains of China. Since then, much of his work has
focused on re-imagining the history of the Canadian Northwest. In Sweeter Than All the World, as in
many of his most acclaimed novels, Wiebe has sought out real historical characters to tell an
extraordinary story. William Keith, a University of Toronto professor and author of a book about Wiebe,
writes: “Wiebe has a knack for divining wells of human feeling in historical sources.” Here, all the main
characters share his name, and the history is one to which he belongs. Moreover, alongside those
flashbacks into history is revealed an utterly compelling contemporary story of a man whose background
is not totally unlike the author’s own. Wiebe sets his narrative against his two favourite backdrops: the
northern Alberta landscape, and the shared memories of the Mennonite people. Sweeter Than All the
World is a compassionate, erudite and stimulating work of fiction that shares the deep-rooted concerns
of all of Wiebe’s work: how to make history live in our imagination, and how we can best live our lives.

Steadfast Mercy
The Encyclopaedia Britannica
The Reformed Mennonite Church
Protecting Private Property Rights from Regulatory Takings
Having struggled through World War I, the Communist Revolution, a civil war, and widespread famine,
the Kroegers uproot their five children and leave behind their home and community for a foreign land. A
social history of Mennonite immigrants to the Canadian West.

The Mennonites
The English translation of the 1902 Confession of Faith (German).

The Doctrines of the Mennonites
Discover Real Comfort Food with these Authentic Country Recipes Filled with favorite recipes gathered
from Amish cooks across the United States and Canada, Amish Community Cookbook will have you
preparing delicious, down-to-earth dishes your family will request again and again. The Amish people
are renowned for their rich agricultural heritage, strong community spirit, and good old-fashioned, stickto-your-ribs comfort food. This treasury of beloved recipes expresses their close connection to the land
and reliance on fresh, natural ingredients. The Amish Community Cookbook offers an endless array of
traditional appetizers, soups, salads, main dishes, casseroles, breads, and desserts. Beyond the delicious,
hearty taste, this is food that offers something to nourish the soul. One taste and you'll see why these
recipes have been bringing families and communities together at the table for generations. A Sampling
of Amish Favorites: Apple Dumplings Baked Corn Barn Raising Dinner Bread and Butter Pickles
Brown Butter Noodles Chicken Pot Pie Corn Soup With Rivels Ham and Bean Soup Pork and
Sauerkraut Red Beet Eggs Red Velvet Cake Wet Bottom ShooFly Pie "
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Of This Earth
This book grows out of a white Mennonite woman's driving curiosity to know the story of nationally
known Cheyenne Peace Chief Lawrence Hart, whose grandfather was born three years after the
massacre on the Washita to survivors Afraid of Beavers and Walking Woman. This grandfather would
raise his grandson to know Cheyenne ways and select him as his successor to become a principal peace
chief to the Cheyennes. Meanwhile the author's people, Mennonites and her blood relatives, intertwine
with Hart's people by arriving in Oklahoma to begin schools on the Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation
and to settle the Oklahoma plains. "Hart is a treasure. Hinz-Penner presents him shiningly," observes
Robert Warrior (Osage), Edith Kinney Gaylord Presidential Professor, University of Oklahoma.

Horse-and-buggy Mennonites
A Cup Half Full by Beth Wiseman—Sarah Lantz always dreamed of the perfect home, the perfect
husband, the perfect family. When she married Abram, she knew she was on her way to securing her
perfect life. But all of that changes in one moment when an accident leaves her unable to walk and
confined to a wheelchair, dashing all of her dreams. As Abram starts to transform their home, Sarah
begins a transformation in her spirit, and she begins, once again, to see her cup as half full. Home Sweet
Home by Amy Clipston—Down on their luck and desperate after they are evicted from their small
apartment, Chace and Mia O’Conner reluctantly take Chace’s Amish boss up on his offer to rent them
the daadihaus located on his property. They are certain they will never feel at home in the rustic cabin
without any modern conveniences, and they start to blame each other for their seemingly hopeless
situation. But with the help of their new Amish friends, Chace and Mia begin to enjoy their cozy cabin
and realize that home really is where the heart is. A Flicker of Hope by Ruth Reid—Fifteen years ago,
Thomas and Noreen King were blissful newlyweds. Young, naive, and in love, life was rosy . . . for a
while. Then trials and tribulations rocked their foundation, shattering them emotionally, and soon, their
marriage was in shards. All hope for restoring their previously unshakable union seems lost. When fire
destroys their home, Thomas and Noreen are left to sift through the rubble. As uncovered items from the
remains of the house shake loose memories of the past, Thomas and Noreen begin to draw closer and a
flicker of hope—and love—is reignited. Building Faith by Kathleen Fuller—Faith Miller knows that
carpentry is an unlikely hobby for a young Amish woman, but she loves the work and it keeps the
memory of her grandfather alive. So when her cousin asks Faith to build the cabinets in her new home,
Faith is only too happy to take on the job, even if it is the most ambitious project she has ever taken on.
The only catch is that she has to work with her ex-fiance, Silas. As they work to build Martha’s kitchen,
can they put the past behind them and start to build faith in one another again?

The Amish Wonders Collection
John Landis Ruth adds folk memory to extensive documentation and careful explanation of key beliefs
and practices in this 360-year story of faith in Lanacaster County. An indispensable source with lists of
early immigrants, congregations, ordinations, and conference officers up to 1977, and a general
chronology.

Introduction to Old Order and Conservative Mennonite Groups
A Miracle of Hope Lindie Wyse thinks an arranged marriage is the only way to preserve a future for
herself and her unborn child. Josiah Plank is certain he’ll never love again, but he needs someone to care
for his deaf eight-year-old daughter, Hannah. The two take on their arrangement tentatively at first but
soon realize they are each in for more than they imagined. A Woodland Miracle For a disadvantaged
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young woman and a displaced young man, a lasting love is going to take more than chance—it’s going to
take a miracle. A Dream of Miracles Amish widow Mattie vows never to love again . . . until a
suspicious outsider with a shadowy past comes crashing into her fragile world.

Martha of the Mennonite Country
This book tells a story which until now has not been available in such an interesting and comprehensive
form. What holds these people together? Why are they growing in number? Where do they live? The
Old Order Mennonites are less well known than the Amish, but are similar in many beliefs and practices.
Some Old Order Mennonites drive horses and buggies. Others use cars for transportation. Conservative
Mennonite groups vary a great deal, but in general espouse strong faith and family life and believe that
how they live should distinguish them from the larger society around them. The author details courtship
and wedding practices, methods of worship, dress, transportation, and vocation. Never before has there
been such an inside account of these people and their lives. The author spent years conferring and
interviewing members of the various groups, trying to portray their history and their story in a fair and
accurate manner. An enjoyable, educational, inspiring book.

The Mennonites of America
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