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Exploring the Philosophy of Religion
Divine Nature and Human Language is a collection of twelve essays in philosophical theology by William
P. Alston, one of the leading figures in the current renaissance in the philosophy of religion. Using
the equipment of contemporary analytical philosophy, Alston explores, partly refashions, and defends a
largely traditional conception of God and His work in the world a conception that finds its origins in
medieval philosophical theology. These essays fall into two groups: those concerned with theological
language (Part 1 of the volume) and those that deal with the nature, status, and activity of God (Parts
II and HI). In Part 1, Alston develops a conceptual scheme for discussing the topic of theological
language. He also argues that there is a core of literal talk about God and even a core of predicates
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univocally applicable to God and creatures. Furthermore, he shows that God can be referred to directly
as well as descriptively. In Parts II and III, the author sketches out a middle way between a classical
conception of God exemplified by Aquinas and the more recent “process” or “panentheist” conception
exemplified by Hartshorne. Alston argues that such a God can act so as to have real effects in the world
and can enter into genuine dialogue and otherwise interact with human beings. In addition, he defends
the idea that God provides a foundation for morality. The first collection of Alston's ground breaking
work in the philosophy of religion, Divine Nature and Human Language will be welcomed by scholars and
students of the philosophy of religion, metaphysics, theology, and religious studies.

A Companion to Philosophy of Religion
The bibliography lists about 10.000 titles of monographs, collections and articles in the field of the
philosophy of religion and philosophical theology that appeared between 1955 and 2005. The majority of
them are in the English language but publications in German, Dutch and French are listed as well. Though
it is not claimed to be exhaustive, the bibliography offers a fairly representative survey of scholarly
work on the main topics of interest. *** Publications have been systematically classified according to
eleven main categories: "Introductions, Surveys and Historical Issues" (Part I), "Religious Language"
(Part II), "Religious Experience" (Part III), "Religious Epistemology" (Part IV), "Theism" (Part V),
"Hermeneutics" (Part VI), "Religion and Science" (Part VII), "Religion and Aesthetics" (Part VIII),
"Religion and Morality" (Part IX), "Religious Pluralism" (Part X) and "Feminist Philosophy of Religion"
(Part XI). Part III has been subdivided into "Religious Experience" and "Mystical Experience," Part VII
into "The Concept of God," (arguments for) "The Existence of God," "The Problem of Evil" and "Atheism,"
and Part VII into "General and Historical Issues," "Theological Issues" and "(implications of) Modern
Physics, Cosmology and Biology," *** The bibliography will particularly be useful to scholars, teachers
and students in the philosophy of religion, philosophical theology and systematic theology as well as to
those who are interested, professionally or otherwise, in the results of academic scholarship in those
fields.

Philosophy of Religion for OCR
Like the first edition, the second edition of Readings in the Philosophy of Religion covers topics in a
point-counterpoint manner, specifically designed to foster deep reflection. Unique to this collection is
the section on the divine attributes. The book’s focus is on issues of fundamental human concern—God’s
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suffering, hell, prayer, feminist theology, and religious pluralism. All of these are shown, in a
lengthy introduction, to relate to the standard issues in philosophical theology—omnipotence,
omniscience, immutability, goodness, and eternity. For this second edition, each major section ends with
an extended reflection by a philosopher who shows how to think through the issues raised in the
preceding essays. Also included are a new section on the ontological argument with classical discussions
by Anselm and Gaunilo, along with a new essay by Laura Garcia; a new section on religious language; new
essays on the free will defense, theodicies, and feminist theology; and a new version of the
cosmological argument that does not rely on the principle of sufficient reason.

Understanding Philosophy of Religion: Understanding Philosop
Unlock your full potential with this revision guide which provides both the key content you need to know
and guidance on how to apply it for better grades My Revision Notes: OCR A2 Religious Studies:
Philosophy of Religion helps you to stay motivated and focused during your revision - and gives you the
opportunity to practise and refine your skills to achieve the best grade in your exam. - Breaks down all
topics into short sections - easy to read and revise from - Exam-style practice questions help
confidence with the exam - Concise notes, clear layout and colourful features keep you engaged - You can
check your learning with the 'test yourself' questions and tick-box design

The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Religion
It is said that words are like people: One can encounter them daily yet never come to know their true
selves. This volume examines what words are—how they exist—in religious phenomena. Going beyond the
common idea that language merely describes states of mind, beliefs, and intentions, the book looks at
words in their performative and material specificity. The contributions in the volume develop the
insight that our implicit assumptions about what language does guide the way we understand and
experience religious phenomena. They also explore the possibility that insights about the particular
status of religious utterances may in turn influence the way we think about words in our language.

Past and Present Political Theology
?This book takes a theoretical enterprise in Christian philosophy of religion and applies it to
Buddhism, thus defending Buddhism and presenting it favorably in comparison. Chapters explore how the
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claims of both Christianity and Theravada Buddhism rest on people’s experiences, so the question as to
which claimants to religious knowledge are right rests on the evidential value of those experiences. The
book examines mysticism and ways to understand what goes on in religious experiences, helping us to
understand whether it is good grounds for religious belief. The author argues that religious language in
both Christian and Buddhist traditions is intelligible as factual discourse, and so reports of mystical
experience are true or false. The book contends that those experiences can be fruitfully thought of as
perceptual in kind and that they are therefore good prima facie grounds for religious belief, in the
absence of defeating conditions. The work goes on to explore Christian and Buddhist testimony and how
the likelihood of self-deception, self-delusion, imaginative elaboration and the like constitutes a
defeating condition. It is shown that this defeater has less scope for operation in the Buddhist case
than in the Christian case, and therefore Theravada Buddhism is better grounded. This work will appeal
to students and scholars of philosophy and philosophy of religion, and those interested in the study of
religious experience.

Averroes and Hegel on Philosophy and Religion
The Languages of Religion
This book analyses the power that religion wields upon the minds of individuals and communities and
explores the predominance of language in the actual practice of religion. Through an investigation of
the diverse forms of religious language available — oral traditions, sacred texts, evangelical prose,
and national rhetoric used by ‘faith-insiders’ such as missionaries, priests, or religious leaders who
play the communicator’s role between the sacred and the secular — the chapters in the volume reveal the
dependence of religion upon language, demonstrating how religion draws strength from a past that is
embedded in narratives, infusing the ‘sacred’ language with political power. The book combines broad
theoretical and normative reflections in contexts of original, detailed and closely examined empirical
case studies. Drawing upon resources across disciplines, the book will be of interest to scholars of
religion and religious studies, linguistics, politics, cultural studies, history, sociology, and social
anthropology.

The Philosophy of Religious Language
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This text provides a lively introduction to the developments in philosophy of language in this century,
and to the way these have impinged upon religious language. Included is the relevance of analytical
philosophy of language, but the text also covers important historical debates about religious language
that have had increasing impact upon biblical studies and theology.

Readings in the Philosophy of Religion - Second Edition
This volume argues that Wittgenstein's philosophy of religion and his thought in general continue to be
highly relevant for present and future research on interreligious relations. Spanning several
(sub)disciplines - from philosophy of religion, philosophy of language, comparative philosophy,
comparative theology, to religious studies - the contributions engage with recent developments in
interpretation of Wittgenstein and those in the philosophy and theology of interreligious encounter. The
book shows that there is an important and under-explored potential for constructive and fruitful
engagement between these academic fields. It explores, and attempts to realize, some of this potential
by involving both philosophers and theologians, and critically assesses previous applications of
Wittgenstein's work in interreligious studies. Contributors are Gorazd Andrej?, Guy Bennett-Hunter,
Mikel Burley, Thomas D. Carroll, Paul Cortois, Rhiannon Grant, Randy Ramal, Klaus von Stosch, Varja
Strajn, Nuno Venturinha, Sebastjan Vörös and Daniel H. Weiss.

Philosophy and the Grammar of Religious Belief
The chapters in this book offer an in-depth and profound overview of Hegel’s daring, many-faceted
philosophical interpretations of the multifarious and dialectically interrelated, historical religions,
including the Islam and the ‘revealed’ religion of Christianity (Catholicism and Protestantism).

Wittgenstein, Religion and Ethics
In this revision of his widely read study, John Hick has taken advantage of constructive comments on the
first edition to make the book more useful. New material has been added and the overall structure of the
volume has been changed to strengthen it both as an introduction to the problem of religious knowledge
and as an exposition of the view of faith that seems to him most adequate. There is a new chapter on the
Thomist-Catholic view of faith; a new treatment of the controversial notion of eschatological
verification, taking account of various published critiques of the concept; and a new section on the way
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in which the Christian faith-awareness of God expresses itself in a distinctive way of life.

Divine Nature and Human Language
Key Terms in Philosophy of Religion offers a clear, concise and accessible introduction to a central
topic in philosophy. The book offers a comprehensive overview of the key terms, concepts, thinkers and
major works in the history of this key area of philosophical thought. Ideal for first-year students
coming to the subject for the first time, Key Terms in Philosophy of Religion will serve as the ideal
companion to study of this fascinating subject. Raymond J. VanArragon provides detailed summaries of all
the key concepts in the study of philosophy of religion. An introductory chapter provides context and
background, while the following chapters offer detailed definitions of key terms and concepts,
introductions to the work of key thinkers, summaries of key texts and advice on further reading.
Designed specifically to meet the needs of students and assuming no prior knowledge of the subject, this
is the ideal reference tool for those coming to philosophy of religion for the first time.

Religious Language
Faith in a Hard Ground
Exploring the Philosophy of Religion, 7th Edition, combines the best features of a text and a reader by
offering clear analysis coupled with important primary-source readings. Professor David Stewart called
upon his 30-plus years of teaching experience to introduce students to the important study of
philosophical issues raised by religion. Beginning students often find primary sources alone too
difficult so this text offers primary source materials by a variety of significant philosophersincluding
a balanced blend of classical and contemporary authorsbut the materials are supported by clearly written
introductions, which better prepare students to understand the readings.

Interpreting Interreligious Relations with Wittgenstein
Interpretation and Meaning in Philosophy and Religion
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Target success in WJEC and WJEC Eduqas A-level Religious Studies with this proven formula for effective,
structured revision; key content coverage is combined with exam-style tasks and practical tips to create
a revision guide that you can rely on to review, strengthen and test students' knowledge. With My
Revision Notes every student can: - Plan and manage a successful revision programme using the topic-bytopic planner - Consolidate subject knowledge by working through clear and focused content coverage Test understanding and identify areas for improvement with regular 'Now Test Yourself' tasks and answers
- Improve exam technique through practice questions, expert advice and examples of typical mistakes to
avoid

Fifty Years of Philosophy of Religion
Religious and Philosophical Traditions of Korea addresses a wide range of traditions, serving as a guide
to those interested in Buddhism, Confucianism, Shamanism, Christianity and many others. It brings
readers along a journey from the past to the present, moving beyond the confines of the Korean
peninsula. In this book Kevin N. Cawley examines the different ideas which have shaped a vibrant and
exciting intellectual history and engages with some of the key texts and figures from Korea’s
intellectual traditions. This comprehensive and riveting text emphasises how some of these ideas have
real relevance in the world today and how they have practical value for our lives in the twenty-first
century. Students, researchers and academics in the growing area of Korean Studies will find this book
indispensable. It will also be of interest to undergraduates and graduate students interested in the
comparative study of Asian religions, philosophies and cultures.

British Quakers and Religious Language
Comparing Averroes’ and Hegel’s positions on the relation between philosophy and religion, this book
explores the theme of the authorities of faith and reason, and the origin of truth, in a medieval
Islamic and a modern Christian context respectively. Through an in-depth analysis of Averroes’ and
Hegel’s parallel views on the nature of philosophical and religious discourse, Belo presents new
insights into their perspectives on the relation between philosophical knowledge and religious
knowledge, and the differences between philosophy and religion. In addition, Belo explores particular
works which have not yet been studied by modern scholarship.

OCR Philosophy of Religion for AS and A2
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Reading Philosophy of Religion combines a diverse selection of classical and contemporary texts in
philosophy of religion with insightful commentaries. Offers a unique presentation through a combination
of text and interactive commentary Provides a mix of classic and contemporary texts, including some not
anthologized elsewhere Includes writings from thinkers such as Aquinas, Boethius, Hume, Plantinga and
Putnam Divided into sections which examine religious language, the existence of God, reason, argument
and belief, divine properties, and religious pluralism

An Introduction to Religious Language
Elizabeth Anscombe’s forthright philosophy speaks directly to many religious and ethical issues of
current concern.This collection of her essays forms a companion volume to the critically acclaimed Human
Life, Action and Ethics, published in 2005.

Reading Philosophy of Religion
Structured directly around the specification of the OCR, this is the definitive textbook for students of
Advanced Subsidiary or Advanced Level courses. The updated third edition covers all the necessary topics
for Philosophy of Religion in an enjoyable student-friendly fashion. Each chapter includes: a list of
key issues OCR specification checklist explanations of key terminology overviews of key scholars and
theories self-test review and exam practice questions. To maximise students’ chances of success, the
book contains a section dedicated to answering examination questions. It comes complete with diagrams
and tables, lively illustrations, a comprehensive glossary and full bibliography. Additional resources
are available via the companion website at www.routledge.com/cw/mayled.

Fy Nodiadau Adolygu: CBAC Safon Uwch Astudiaethau Crefyddol – Athroniaeth Crefydd (My
Revision Notes: WJEC and Eduqas A level Religious Studies Philosophy of Religion Welsh
Edition)
What is this thing called Philosophy of Religion? grapples with the core topics studied on philosophy of
religion undergraduate courses including: the meaning of religious language, including 20th century
developments the nature of the Divine, including divine power, wisdom and action arguments for the
existence of the Divine challenges to belief in the Divine, including the problems of evil, divine
Page 8/15

Read Book Religious Language Religious Studies Philosophy Of Religion Study Guides
hiddenness and religious diversity believing without arguments arguments for life after death, including
reincarnation. In addition to the in-depth coverage of the key themes within the subject area Elizabeth
Burns explores the topics from the perspectives of the five main world religions, introducing students
to the work of scholars from a variety of religious traditions and interpretations of belief. What is
this thing called Philosophy of Religion? is the ideal introduction for those approaching the philosophy
of religion for the first time, containing many helpful student-friendly features, such as a glossary of
important terms, study questions and further reading.

My Revision Notes: OCR A2 Religious Studies: Philosophy of Religion
Ludwig Wittgenstein was an outstanding 20th-century philosopher whose influence has reverberated
throughout not only philosophy but also numerous other areas of inquiry, including theology and the
study of religions. Exemplifying how Wittgenstein's thought can be engaged with both sympathetically and
critically, Wittgenstein, Religion and Ethics pushes forward our thinking about religion and ethics and
their place in the modern world. Bringing Wittgenstein's ideas into productive dialogue with several
other important thinkers, including Elizabeth Anscombe, St Thomas Aquinas, Georg Cantor, Søren
Kierkegaard and George Orwell, this collection fosters a highly informative picture of how different
strands of contemporary and historical thought intersect and bear upon one another. Chapters are written
by leading scholars in the field and tackle current debates concerning religious and ethical matters,
with particular attention to the nature of religious language. This is a substantial contribution to
religion and ethics, demonstrating the significance of Wittgenstein's ideas for these and related
subjects.

Studies in Religion
The papers in this collection are concerned with the epistemology of religious belief. The contributors
disagree on such issues as whether philosophers have a role to play in determining the reasonableness or
intelligibility of religious beliefs, or whether philosophy properly understood is a descriptive task.
But all the papers are informed by the belief that philosophical discussion should proceed by giving
attention to the character of the religious beliefs and practices under consideration.

Liberalism Versus Postliberalism
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This volume synthesizes cutting-edge philosophical reflections on interpretation (Krausz, Lamarque,
Leddy, Hagberg, Gibson) with their application to the practice of interpreting religious texts (Grube,
Gokhale, Karrer-Grube), combining new philosophical insights with a thorough analysis of their
application to religion.

What is this thing called Philosophy of Religion?
Philosophy of Religion for OCR is an ideal guide for students taking the Philosophy of Religion
component of the OCR Religious Studies AS and A Level course. Drawing on insights gained from many years
of teaching experience, Dennis Brown and Ann Greggs’ landmark book follows the OCR specification closely
and includes: ·clear and comprehensive discussion of each topic in the specification ·discussion of both
historical and cutting-edge philosophical approaches ·use of excerpts from primary sources to engage
students in philosophical debate ·profiles of important philosophical and religious thinkers, a glossary
and helpful chapter summaries ·discussion questions, activity boxes, thought points and suggestions for
further reading ·practical ideas on study skills, essay-writing and assessment objectives Philosophy of
Religion for OCR provides a clear, accessible and comprehensive introduction to each of the topics on
the course, including ancient philosophy, mind, body and soul, arguments for and against God’s
existence, religious experience and religious language. Written by two experienced teachers and textbook
authors, Philosophy of Religion for OCR will assist students of every ability to achieve their best.
This book, which covers component 01 of the OCR H173 and H573 specifications, should be paired with
Religion and Ethics for OCR, by Dennis Brown and Mark Coffey, which covers component 02.

Philosophy of Religion for A Level
These studies in religion embrace Hindu, Buddhist and Christian themes and examine the spiritual
insights and philosophical reflections of prominent thinkers from different religious traditions. Where
appropriate comparisons are drawn between the views of representatives of the different traditions from
an empathetic standpoint and in a way that would meet with the approval of adherents of those religions.
The main aim of these essays in the pluralistic religious situation of today is to enable us to escape
from the small island of our own cultural tradition and to explore the richness and diversity of other
cultures with their wide variety of religious experiences.

OCR Philosophy of Religion for AS and A2
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The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Religion contains newly commissioned chapters by 21 prominent
experts who cover the field in a comprehensive but accessible manner. Each chapter is expository,
critical, and representative of a distinctive viewpoint.

Philosophy of Religion
Faith and Knowledge
Religion Within the Limits of Language Alone provides a critical examination of the Wittgensteinian
philosophers of religion who claim that the word 'God' cannot be understood as referring to a
metaphysical being who may or may not exist. McCutcheon traces the arguments offered by these
philosophers of religion back to Wittgenstein's own criticisms of speculative metaphysics, arguing that
in its religious usage the concept of God does not fall under Wittgenstein's anti-metaphysical gaze. In
presenting a detailed account of Wittgenstein's own philosophical method, including his criticisms of
metaphysics, McCutcheon shows that it is possible to accept Wittgenstein's criticisms of metaphysics
whilst retaining the metaphysical content of religious language. This book offers a fresh understanding
of Wittgenstein's philosophical method and a new critique of religious discourse for those studying
philosophy and religious studies.

Primitive Culture Resaerches Into the Developement of Mythology, Philosophy, Religion
Language, Art and Custom by Edward B. Tylor
Endorsed by OCR for use with the 2004 Philosophy of Religion Units of the OCR A Level Religious Studies
specification.

Religious and Philosophical Traditions of Korea
In this book, abstract intellectual argument meets ordinary human experience on matters such as the
existence of God and the relation between religion and morality.

Religion Within the Limits of Language Alone
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Religious language is all around us, embedded in advertising, politics and news media. This book
introduces readers to the field of theolinguistics, the study of religious language. Investigating the
ways in which people talk to and about God, about the sacred and about religion itself, it considers why
people make certain linguistic choices and what they accomplish. Introducing the key methods required
for examining religious language, Valerie Hobbs acquaints readers with the most common and important
theolinguistic features and their functions. Using critical corpus-assisted discourse analysis with a
focus on archaic and other lexical features, metaphor, agency and intertextuality, she examines
religious language in context. Highlighting its use in both expected locations, such as modern-day
prayer and politics, and unexpected locations including advertising, sport, healthcare and news media,
Hobbs analyses the shifting and porous linguistic boundaries between the religious and the secular. With
discussion questions and further readings for each chapter, as well as a companion website featuring
suggested answers to the reflection tasks, this is the ideal introduction to the study of religious
language.

Key Terms in Philosophy of Religion
The book provides an original analysis of the central philosophical differences between liberal and
postliberal theology. Knight argues that important developments in philosophy of language reveal serious
problems with the central methodological commitments of liberalism and postliberalism and suggest ways
in which the divide can be bridged.

Words
In British Quakers and Religious Language, Rhiannon Grant explores the ways in which this community
discusses the Divine. She identifies characteristic patterns of language use and uncovers the
philosophical and theological claims that support these patterns.

Negative Theology and Philosophical Analysis
OCR Philosophy of Religion for AS and A2 is a textbook for students of Advanced Subsidiary or Advanced
Level courses, endorsed by OCR for use with the OCR GCE Religious Studies specification. The book covers
all the topics of the Philosophy of Religion component of the A Level specification in an enjoyable and
student-friendly fashion. This second edition has been restructured for the revised specification and
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now includes new chapters on the 'Nature of God' and 'Religion and Science'. Each chapter includes: a
list of key issues, to introduce students to the topic OCR specification checklist, to allow students to
see which topics from the specification are covered in each chapter explanations of key terminology
discussion questions, thought points and activities exam-style practice questions self-test review
questions helpful summaries annotated further reading suggestions. To maximize students' chances of exam
success, the book includes a chapter dedicated to answering examination questions. The book comes
complete with lively illustrations, a comprehensive glossary, a full bibliography and a companion
website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415468244.

A Comparative Doxastic-Practice Epistemology of Religious Experience
This new approach to the Philosophy of Religion option is perfect for the all-new revised AS and A2
Religious Studies qualification. A thorough and detailed approach to the material makes this subject
accessible for all AS and A2 students, and will particularly help ensure higher achieving students
attain their best grades.

Hegel's Philosophy of the Historical Religions
In 85 new and updated essays, this comprehensive volume provides an authoritative guide to the
philosophy of religion. Includes contributions from established philosophers and rising stars 22 new
entries have now been added, and all material from the previous edition has been updated and reorganized
Broad coverage spans the areas of world religions, theism, atheism, , the problem of evil, science and
religion, and ethics

Faith and Evolution
This book demonstrates how discussions of Political Theology have been a constant feature throughout
philosophical modernity and that they continue to impact contemporary political debates. By tracing the
historical roots and detailing the contemporary outworking of Political Theology in Europe, it contends
that this growing field requires a broader "canon" in order for it to mature. Political Theology is
shown here to be about the diversity of relationships between religious beliefs and political
orientations. First engaging with historical debates, chapters re-examine the relationship between
personal conviction and societal orientation on such topics as the will to believe, evil, individualism,
Page 13/15

Read Book Religious Language Religious Studies Philosophy Of Religion Study Guides
the relationship between church and state, and the relationship between belief and natural science. The
volume then establishes the relevance of these debates for the present day. As such, it invites
engagement on the back and forth between religion and politics in a liberal democracy and a communist
state, on how communitarianism relates to religious language, on the diversity of Christian and Jewish
political theology, and the politics of toleration. By broadening out the field of Political Theology
this book offers the reader a more nuanced understanding of its sustained influence on public life. As
such it will be of interest to academics working in Political Theology, but also Theology, Philosophy
and Political Science more generally.
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