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The Methodist Review
The Wisdom to Doubt is a major contribution to the
contemporary literature on the epistemology of
religious belief. Continuing the inquiry begun in his
previous book, Prolegomena to a Philosophy of
Religion, J. L. Schellenberg here argues that given our
limitations and especially our immaturity as a species,
there is no reasonable choice but to withhold
judgment about the existence of an ultimate salvific
reality. Schellenberg defends this conclusion against
arguments from religious experience and naturalistic
arguments that might seem to make either religious
belief or religious disbelief preferable to his skeptical
stance. In so doing, he canvasses virtually all of the
important recent work on the epistemology of
religion. Of particular interest is his call for at least
skepticism about theism, the most common religious
claim among philosophers. The Wisdom to Doubt
expands the author's well-known hiddenness
argument against theism and situates it within a
larger atheistic argument, itself made to serve the
purposes of his broader skeptical case. That case
need not, on Schellenberg's view, lead to a dead end
but rather functions as a gateway to important new
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Alexander Pope and Philosophical
Skepticism
More than any earlier period of European intellectual
history, the age of Enlightenment infused the republic
of letters with social and political significance; this
long-awaited new collection from Routledge brings
together in five volumes the very best scholarship on
the period and its legacy. It also incorporates
historical and critical essays addressed to the
Enlightenment' s alleged responsibility for institutions
or policies prevalent in the twentieth century,
including economic globalization and the Holocaust.

Systematic Theology
This volume seeks to clarify and understand the
challenges made to both the framework of thinking
about God and religion in the 17th and 18th centuries
and to the intellectual systems that had supported
religious thinking earlier. Ample attention is given to
early-modern interpretations of ancient Pyrrhonism
and to biblical criticism.

Documents of the Assembly of the State
of New York
Prolegomena to a Philosophy of Religion
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"The greatest authors of atheism did more to push me
toward belief in God than any Christian apologist
writer." --Timothy Morgan. After a decade of major
disappointments, Timothy Morgan was ready to reject
God. Atheism offered an escape--an opportunity to
dismiss God permanently. But as Morgan delved into
the thinking of great atheists past and present, he
was stunned. In book after book, he found their
reasons for rejecting God to be intellectually
unfulfilling. In Thank God for Atheists he candidly
shares his journey by letting atheists speak for
themselves, examining their logic to see whether it
holds up or not. Along the way, deals with these key
questions: What are the key elements of the atheist
worldview? Who are the leading modern-day atheists,
and what are they saying? How can you effectively
respond to atheism? You'll find this a personal and
thoughtful book on why the evidence for God is much
more compelling than the evidence against Him.

Studies in Theology
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Studies in Theology: Theism
The New Thesaurus of English Words and
Phrases Classified and Arranged So as to
Facilitate the Expression of Ideas and
Assist in Literary Composition, Based on
the Classic Work of P. M. Roget
A Companion to Atheism and Philosophy
A comprehensive, condensed volume of quotes by
atheists, agnostics, freethinkers, skeptics,
philosophers, and even the spiritual. Not exhaustive,
but a great quick A-to-Z reference of quotes by
atheists, freethinkers and philosophers--almost a
greatest hits, if you will. Some quotes are very antitheist in nature while others lean more political or nonreligious. There are even a few appalling quotes by
the religious. Coming from a religious background, the
editor put these quotes together based on what
helped him leave religion behind. Citing Atheists is a
great book to add to any skeptic's library without the
heavy cost of a huge, exhaustive volume.

Roget's International Thesaurus
Philosophers throughout history have debated the
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the absence
of such a belief has become a significant
topic of philosophical analysis, in particular for
philosophers of religion. Although it is difficult to trace
the historical contours of atheism as the lack of belief
in a higher power, the reasoned, reflective, and
thoughtful rejection of theism has become
commonplace in many modern intellectual circles,
including academic philosophy where disciplinary
data indicates that a large majority of philosophers
self-identify as atheists. As the first book of its kind to
bring together a collection of writing on the
philosophical aspects of atheism both historical and
contemporary, the Companion to Atheism and
Philosophy stages an explicit, constructive, and
comprehensive conversation between philosophy and
atheism to examine the ways in which atheist thought
intersects with ideas and positions from a variety of
philosophical and theological sub-disciplines. The
Companion begins by addressing the foundational
questions and lingering controversies which underpin
philosophical thought about atheism, exploring the
implications of major developments in the history of
philosophy for the modern atheistic worldview.
Divided into eight distinct sections, essays consider a
range of thinkers who were widely believed to have
been atheists—including David Hume, Mary
Wollstonecraft, Karl Marx, and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton—and survey different kinds of objections to
theism and atheism, including logical, evidential,
normative, and prudential. Later chapters trace the
relationship between atheism and metaphysics,
epistemology, ethics, and political philosophy oriented
around topics such as pragmatism, postmodernism,
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thoughtfully composed, A Companion to
Atheism and Philosophy is the most ambitious and
authoritative account of philosophical thinking on
atheism available, and is a first-rate resource for
academics, professionals, and students of philosophy,
religious studies, and theology.

Seven Types of Atheism
Theism
Long before philosophers started making the case for
atheism, powerful, affectively laden cultural currents
were sowing doubt in Europe. Alec Ryrie looks to the
history of the Reformation and argues that
emotions—anger at priestly corruption and anxieties
attending the erosion of time-honored
certainties—were the handmaidens of atheism.

The Riddle of Hume's Treatise
Looks at the role of atheism in the history and cultural
development of the West, examining the
accomplishments of often courageous atheists that
have promoted science, expanded human liberties,
and otherwise advanced culture.

The Universalist Quarterly and General
Review
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Psychological ideas, to Zeitgeist
From the provocative author of Straw Dogs comes an
incisive, surprising intervention in the political and
scientific debate over religion and atheism When you
explore older atheisms, you will find that some of your
firmest convictions—secular or religious—are highly
questionable. If this prospect disturbs you, what you
are looking for may be freedom from thought. For a
generation now, public debate has been corroded by
a shrill, narrow derision of religion in the name of an
often vaguely understood “science.” John Gray’s
stimulating and enjoyable new book, Seven Types of
Atheism, describes the complex, dynamic world of
older atheisms, a tradition that is, he writes, in many
ways intertwined with and as rich as religion itself.
Along a spectrum that ranges from the convictions of
“God-haters” like the Marquis de Sade to the
mysticism of Arthur Schopenhauer, from Bertrand
Russell’s search for truth in mathematics to secular
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the various ways great minds have
attempted to understand the questions of salvation,
purpose, progress, and evil. The result is a book that
sheds an extraordinary light on what it is to be
human.

The Wisdom to Doubt
In this 2007 volume, eighteen of the world's leading
scholars present original essays on various aspects of
atheism: its history, both ancient and modern,
defense and implications. The topic is examined in
terms of its implications for a wide range of
disciplines including philosophy, religion, feminism,
postmodernism, sociology and psychology. In its
defense, both classical and contemporary theistic
arguments are criticized, and, the argument from evil,
and impossibility arguments, along with a non
religious basis for morality are defended. These
essays give a broad understanding of atheism and a
lucid introduction to this controversial topic.

New Outlook
The Problem of Divine Foreknowledge
and Future Contingents from Aristotle to
Suarez
Roget's Treasury of Words, Abridged
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It is widely held that Hume's Treatise has little or
nothing to do with problems of religion. Contrary to
this view, Paul Russell argues that it is irreligious aims
and objectives that are fundamental to the Treatise
and account for its underlying unity and coherence.

Roget's Thesaurus of English Words &
Phrases
Given that we meet evils in every quarter of the
world, could it be governed by an all-good and allpowerful deity? Whilst some philosophers argue that
the problem of evil is strong evidence for atheism,
others claim that all of the evils in our world can be
explained as requirements for deeper goods. On the
other hand, skeptical theists believe in God, but
struggle with the task of explaining the role of evils in
our world. Skeptical theism tackles the problem of evil
by proposing a limited skepticism about the purposes
of God, and our abilities to determine whether any
given instance is truly an example of gratuitous evil.
This collection, of 22 original essays, presents cuttingedge work on skeptical theistic responses to the
problem of evil and the persistent objections that
such responses invite. Divided into four sections, the
volume discusses the epistemology of sceptical
theism, conditions of reasonable epistemic access,
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The Skeptic's Defense Against All
Christian Or Other Priests
"How new is atheism? Although adherents and
opponents alike today present it as an invention of
the European Enlightenment, when the forces of
science and secularism broadly challenged those of
faith, disbelief in the gods, in fact, originated in a far
more remote past. In Battling the Gods, Tim
Whitmarsh journeys into the ancient Mediterranean, a
world almost unimaginably different from our own, to
recover the stories and voices of those who first
refused the divinities. Homer's epic poems of human
striving, journeying, and passion were ancient
Greece's only "sacred texts," but no ancient Greek
thought twice about questioning or mocking his
stories of the gods. Priests were functionaries rather
than sources of moral or cosmological wisdom. The
absence of centralized religious authority made for an
extraordinary variety of perspectives on sacred
matters, from the devotional to the atheos, or
"godless." Whitmarsh explores this kaleidoscopic
range of ideas about the gods, focusing on the
colorful individuals who challenged their existence.
Among these were some of the greatest ancient poets
and philosophers and writers, as well as the less well
known: Diagoras of Melos, perhaps the first selfprofessed atheist; Democritus, the first materialist;
Socrates, executed for rejecting the gods of the
Athenian state; Epicurus and his followers, who
Page 11/19

Ebook PDF Format Skepticism And Irreligion In
The Seventeenth And Eighteenth Centuries Brills
Studies
In Intellectual
History English
French
thought gods
could not intervene
in human
affairs;And
German
Edition
the brilliantly
mischievous satirist Lucian of Samosata.
Before the revolutions of late antiquity, which saw the
scriptural religions of Christianity and Islam enforced
by imperial might, there were few constraints on
belief. Everything changed, however, in the
millennium between the appearance of the Homeric
poems and Christianity's establishment as Rome's
state religion in the fourth century AD. As successive
Greco-Roman empires grew in size and complexity,
and power was increasingly concentrated in central
capitals, states sought to impose collective religious
adherence, first to cults devoted to individual rulers,
and ultimately to monotheism. In this new world,
there was no room for outright disbelief: the label
"atheist" was used now to demonize anyone who
merely disagreed with the orthodoxy--and so it would
remain for centuries."--Jacket.

Skepticism and American Faith
A History of Philosophy
The Skeptical Era in Modern History
Between the American Revolution and the Civil War,
the dialogue of religious skepticism and faith shaped
struggles over the place of religion in politics. It
produced different visions of knowledge and
education in an "enlightened" society. It fueled social
reform in an era of economic transformation,
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Grasso argues in this definitive work, it
molded the making and eventual unmaking of
American nationalism. Religious skepticism has been
rendered nearly invisible in American religious
history, which often stresses the evangelicalism of the
era or the "secularization" said to be happening
behind people's backs, or assumes that skepticism
was for intellectuals and ordinary people who stayed
away from church were merely indifferent. Certainly
the efforts of vocal "infidels" or "freethinkers" were
dwarfed by the legions conducting religious revivals,
creating missions and moral reform societies,
distributing Bibles and Christian tracts, and building
churches across the land. Even if few Americans
publicly challenged Christian truth claims, many more
quietly doubted, and religious skepticism
touched--and in some cases transformed--many
individual lives. Commentators considered religious
doubt to be a persistent problem, because they
believed that skeptical challenges to the grounds of
faith--the Bible, the church, and personal
experience--threatened the foundations of American
society. Skepticism and American Faith examines the
ways that Americans--ministers, merchants, and
mystics; physicians, schoolteachers, and feminists;
self-help writers, slaveholders, shoemakers, and
soldiers--wrestled with faith and doubt as they lived
their daily lives and tried to make sense of their
world.

Imagine There's No Heaven
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Harris, Richard
Dawkins, and Christopher Hitchens
have pushed the issue of atheism to the forefront of
public discussion. Yet very few of the ensuing debates
and discussions have managed to provide a full and
objective treatment of the subject. Atheism: What
Everyone Needs to Know provides a balanced look at
the topic, considering atheism historically,
philosophically, theologically, sociologically and
psychologically. Written in an easily accessible style,
the book uses a question and answer format to
examine the history of atheism, arguments for and
against atheism, the relationship between religion
and science, and the issue of the meaning of life-and
whether or not one can be a happy and satisfied
atheist. Above all, the author stresses that the
atheism controversy is not just a matter of the facts,
but a matter of burning moral concern, both about the
stand one should take on the issues and the
consequences of one's commitment.

Scepticism and Irreligion in the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries
Unbelievers
The Oxford Handbook of Hume
The first volume of trilogy of books providing a bold,
original, and systematic treatment of foundational
issues in philosophy of religion. --William P. Alston,
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Citing Atheists
Recent polls show that 96% of Americans believe in
God. Why are people turning to religion in greater
numbers than ever before? In How We Believe,
Michael Shermer presents the results of an
exhaustive empirical study in which he asked 10,000
Americans how and why they believe and about
details of their faith. The result offers fresh and
startling insights into age-old questions.

Battling the Gods
Argues that there is no logical reason to believe in
God, refuting twelve arguments commonly proposed
to prove the existence of God, while offering
commentary on such topics as miracles, cognitive
illusions, and creationist probability.

Skeptical Theism
Did god exist a thousand years ago? Atheism in The
Medieval Islamic and European World discusses and
analyzes the origins of questioning God and Religion
in Medieval Middle Eastern and Europe literature and
thought.In the Middle East, two Medieval Texts: A
Thousand and One Nights and Gurganis Vis and
Ramin are analyzed in terms of questioning God and
His actions. In Europe, Dante; Abelard; Chaucer; the
author of Chanson de Roland; and the author of The
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the Europeans
were influenced by the religious
skepticism inherent in Medieval Middle eastern
texts.Azinfar also traces the roots of the ideas of
Rationalism, Existentialism, Surrealism, and Feminism
from the medieval Islamic world and follows them to
the Medieval West. She shows how the period which
we believed was steeped in religious dogmatism is
actually an analytical period, rooted in rationality,
advancement of science and skepticism. Tales about
knights on quests rescuing damselsactually unveil
theories on questioning traditional views on the
stance of religion, the possibility of the existence of a
physical world, and nihilism.

Thank God for Atheists
The Scottish philosopher David Hume (1711-1776) is
widely regarded as the greatest and most significant
English-speaking philosopher and often seen as
having had the most influence on the way philosophy
is practiced today in the West. His reputation is based
not only on the quality of his philosophical thought
but also on the breadth and scope of his writings,
which ranged over metaphysics, epistemology,
morals, politics, religion, and aesthetics. The
Handbook's 38 newly commissioned chapters are
divided into six parts: Central Themes; Metaphysics
and Epistemology; Passion, Morality and Politics;
Aesthetics, History, and Economics; Religion; Hume
and the Enlightenment; and After Hume. The volume
also features an introduction from editor Paul Russell
and a chapter on Hume's biography.
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